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 The conferral of the degrees of the Scottish Rite 
are an important part of our identity and while not the 

reason for our existence, they 
have special meaning to our 
members in reinforcing our 
shared values.  During the con-
vocations and reunions, new 
members express their gratitude 
for the skill of the degree casts 
and the impact of scenery and 
lighting in gaining a better 
understanding of the values of 
the Scottish Rite.  

 Even though new mem-
bers continue to be impressed 

with degrees, few of them returned to future convocations.  
However, recently the Valley has increased the opportunity 
and variety of degree presentations that has enhanced the 
experience for all members.

 The Valley of Indianapolis presents a wide variety 
of degrees using a mix of live presentations and video in a 
variety of settings from traditional convocations to Dis-
trict Degree Days to stated meeting programs.  The Valley 
portrays all 29 degrees every five years, but with only 
one major convocation per year, accomplishing this has 
become more difficult.  One avenue features degree confer-
rals as part of the monthly stated meetings and these have 
attracted at least 100 members for the meeting and degree.  
Those present not only receive the inspiration of the degree 
but get to experience the welcoming fellowship of their 
Brethren firsthand.  At the February stated meeting, the 
program was a video presentation of the 24th degree and 
among the 134 members present were 35 new members 
from the recent class.  At the District Degree Day in 
Bloomington, not only was Monroe Lodge No 22 packed 
with 44 new members, but several recent initiates traveled 
to see the 19th degree.  In April, the Valley will be portray-
ing the 26th degree after the stated meeting and will be 
chartering bus transportation for members in Jackson and 
Bartholomew Counties.  

 Degree presentations have also been enhanced by 
multi-media presentations featuring music, video clips and 

pictures to create an environment similar to what members 
see in their everyday work and social experiences.   Each 
member should consider taking advantage of renewing 
their commitment to Scottish Rite by attending a degree 
conferral in the setting most convenient and inspirational 
to them.
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'Round the Rite
Fleenor Passes

 The deadline for receiving applications for college schol-
arships is April 1, 2013.  Eligibility requirements for the coming 
year have changed and everyone submitting an application must 
meet these eligibility standards:
	 •	A	Scottish	Rite	Mason	of	the	
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
	 •	A	child	of	a	Scottish	Rite	Mason	
of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction who is 
a high school senior or currently enrolled at 
an accredited college or university, who has 
attained a minimum grade point average of 
2.75 on a 4.0 scale
	 •	A	member	of	DeMolay,	Rainbow	
or Jobs Daughters in the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction who is a high school senior or currently enrolled at 

Apply for an Abbott Scholarship
an accredited college or university, who has attained a minimum 
grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale
 The Abbott Scholarships are named for Leon M Ab-

bott, Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
Supreme Council from 1921 to 1932.  Al-
locations are made from the Supreme Council 
Benevolent Fund to each Valley on the basis 
of participation in the annual “blue envelope” 
appeal and the Scottish Rite of Indianapolis 
Foundation provides additional scholarship 
funds.  

 Call Donna Cofer in the Valley office for ap-
plications or download an application at www.

scottishritenmj.org .

 The Board of Directors of the 
Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Foundation was saddened to learn of the 
sudden death of Rex D Fleenor, 33° in 
December.  

 Rex was instrumental in the 
founding of the Cathedral Foundation 
as a way to raise funds for preservation 
of our historic Cathedral.  He served as 
Trustee of the Valley from 1983-89 and 
immediately undertook the task of or-
ganizing the Foundation as a charitable 
foundation whereby members could 

make tax deductible contributions for preservation.  

 Ill Brother Rex was a member of Mystic Tie Lodge No 398 
and served as Sovereign Prince of Saraiah Council in 1978-80.  He 
received the 33rd degree in 1981.

 Over the next two years, the Valley will have several mile-
stones related to the 150th anniversary of the beginning of Indianapolis 
Valley.  A history committee is approaching this milestone on two 
fronts.  One group has been sorting through old records and files, many 
of which have been in boxes for more than 50 years.  We have even 
found some original Scottish Rite Realty Company stock certificates.  

 Another group is working on writing an updated history of 
the Valley of Indianapolis.  While a brief history was published during 
the 1965 centennial year, the last complete history of the Valley was 
produced in 1928.  

 All of this activity will be part of plans to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the chartering of the Valley in 2015.  Thanks to commit-
tee members:  James Cridge, MSA, Fred Kortepeter, 33°, Paul Page, 33°, 
Jon Porter, and Richard Stevens.

 The Scottish Rite Cathedral is a premier venue in Indianapo-
lis for weddings, corporate events and performing arts and so when the 
position of event manager became open, there was significant interest 
among professionals in the event management community.  

 After more than five years with the Scottish Rite, Event Man-
ager Ashley Long decided to leave her position and return home to raise 

New Event Manager

her family.  Jeff Saunders, executive director, has named Katie McHone-
Jones as the new event manager for the Cathedral and she will assume 
the responsibility for sales and management of outside event activities.  

 Katie is familiar with the Scottish Rite since she served as an 
intern in the event office in 2008.  Since her graduation from Ball State 
University in 2009 with a degree in Hospitality and Food Management, 
she has been an event specialist at the Crowne Plaza at Historic Union 
Station in Indianapolis.  We welcome Katie to the Scottish Rite.

150th Anniversary
Planned for 2015
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 Most of this is in the upper elevations where the limestone 
and steel is more exposed to harsh weather, but there is work to be done 
on nearly every surface.  

 The Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation has 
committed financial support to bring our Cathedral back into top shape 
and the Trustees of the Valley have authorized a $2.5 million two-year 
project that will include replacing or repairing all loose, cracked, or 
damaged stones, cleaning and reinforcing any underlying structural 
steel, tuck pointing all mortar joints and cleaning the entire exterior 
limestone surface.

 When completed, the Cathedral will look like new and be in 
great shape to last another 85 years and be enjoyed by the next genera-
tion of Scottish Rite members and as a landmark structure in downtown 
Indianapolis.

Structural Survey Reveals Dang erous Cracks on our Aging Lady
We first reported to you in our December 2012 issue of the Double Eagle, 
that our Valley Trustees had engaged Arsee Engineering to do an exhaustive 
exterior structural survey of every surface of our Cathedral.  Here is a report 
on the results of that survey along with graphic upclose pictures of the erosion 

and decay.

 Indiana weather has taken its toll on our 85-year-old Scottish 
Rite Cathedral and although it is difficult to see the extent of the wear 
and tear, the exterior limestone and supporting structure is in need of 
renovation.   There are some loose stones, others that are cracked, and 
mortar joints that need repair along with concern about corrosion to the 
underlying steel beam support structure.  
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 Each member can take pride in your Valley Trustees' commit-
ment to our great Cathedral and everyone is encouraged to monitor the 
progress when you are in the facility for a member event.  

 Our Trustees are Denny Sheets, 33°, Gary Lewis, 33°, Bob 
James, 33°, and Greg Jordan, 33°.   Please ask them about this project 
-- they will be happy to talk with you individually in detail.  

Structural Survey Reveals Dang erous Cracks on our Aging Lady
 Beginning in March, a large crane will be placed in the park-
ing lot to access the upper elevations of the tower, a process that will 
take approximately three months.  During the project, there will be 
some restricted access to areas of the parking lot where construction ma-
terial and equipment is stored with some scaffolding and fencing around 
the exterior of the Cathedral, but the building will be open and available 
for all activities.

 
 The Cathedral Foundation will finance this project using 
existing and new sources of funds.  There are opportunities for members 
to make a contribution toward this project and we need your help.  In-
formation is available from Mark Dill at the Foundation office by calling 
317-232-3123.  
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Four Cherished Masonic Rings Offered to 
Assist Restoration Project

Ring Sale – Terms & Conditions
 The Scottish Rite Valley of India-
napolis is conducting a sale of four (4) Scot-
tish Rite Rings.  The proceeds will assist in 
offsetting the cost of the Cathedral Exterior 
Restoration Project.

Notification of this program will be made 
utilizing the following methods:  Double 
Eagle Magazine (March 2013 issue).  Scot-
tish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis’ Facebook 
page, our Monthly E-newsletter as well as 
in-house promotion.  We encourage our 
members and anyone else to share this 
information with anyone who might have 
an interest.

1. Sealed bids only will be considered.
2. Bids must be in the Valley office by the 
close of business of April 30, 2013 and 
contain: name, address and phone number 
to be used for notification of winners.
3. Each bid must clearly indicate item num-
ber of the ring and be equal to or greater 
than the minimum bid stated for each item.
4. Bids will be opened at 10 am on May 1, 
2013, and winning bids announced during 
the annual meeting of the Valley beginning 
at 7 pm. 
5. All winners will receive a written ap-
praisal for insurance purposes as well as any 
other documentation.
6. In case of a tie, the earliest received bid 
will be chosen. 
7. Cash, certified check, money order or 
credit card (Mastercard or Visa) are the 
only methods of payment accepted and 
made payable to: “Scottish Rite, Valley of 
Indianapolis.”
8. Rings may be viewed in person during 
regular business hours of the Valley office.  
Please contact Rick Purcell, rpurcell@aasr-
indy.org, 317-262-3122 or 800-489-3579, 
ext. 244 to make arrangements.
9. Although the Scottish Rite has made 
every effort to provide accurate informa-
tion on each ring, no guarantee is either 
expressed or implied.  All rings are sold on 
an “as is” basis and all sales are final.

ITEM # HCWD:  A two-tone 14K yellow 
and white gold Scottish Rite solitaire ring 
with inlaid enamels.  Ring contains one 
round brilliant cut diamond of approx .60 
ct.  Approximate Ring Size – 7.  Replacement 
cost appraisal = $3275.  $1600 minimum 
bid.

ITEM # GN:  A two-tone 14K yellow and 
white gold Scottish Rite solitaire ring with 
inlaid enamels.  Enamels are well worn.  
Ring contains one round cut diamond of 
approximately .90 ct and has one very slight 
inclusion.  Approximate ring size - 11.  
Replacement cost appraisal - $5750.  $1500 
minimum bid.

ITEM # HH:  A two-tone 10K and 14K yellow 
and white gold Scottish Rite solitaire ring with in-
laid enamels.  Ring contains one old European cut 
diamond of approximately 1.10 ct.  Approximate 
ring size – 15.  Replacement cost appraisal = $8300.  
This ring was owned and worn by Herman Hager, 
a member of the Indianapolis Valley who worked 
as the Assistant Architect under George Schreiber 
during the construction of our current Cathedral. 
(1927-1929).  $3000 minimum bid.

ITEM # HCND: A two-tone 14K yellow 
and white gold band type Scottish Rite 
ring with inlaid enamels.  Approximate 
ring size – 7.  Replacement cost appraisal = 
$950.  $500 minimum bid.
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Brothers of the Trail
"A Word With You"

by Randy Seipel, MSA
Most Wise Master, Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix

 Recently at the Bloomington District Degree Day, I 
did the prologue for the 19th degree “Brothers of the Trail”.  A 
newer re-written degree you may not have 
had the chance to see.  It is based on an actual 
encounter between two Masons who met on 
the Oregon Trail in the 1840s.  The degree 
expresses the Scottish Rite core values of 
integrity and reverence to God.

 Our esteemed Brother, Bruce Frazer, 
plays the character Aaron who has made 
specific promises to his new found traveling 
companion and fellow Mason that he keeps 
even at a great sacrifice to himself.  Brother 
Bruce does a captivating performance in 
portray Aaron and his struggle to keep his 
word as a Mason to his fellow brother.  At the 
end of the prologue I get to ask the ques-
tion, “Would you keep your word to a dying 
Masonic Brother, even at a great sacrifice to 
yourself?”

 I have since pondered that question myself and asked 
of my self what sacrifices are you making for your Masonic 
Brethren. Am I doing just what is convenient for me and easy to 
do. Am I missing the call of assistance because I am just to busy 
with other things. Am I truly aware of the needs of my Brothers 
around me, physically, financially and emotionally?

 Last week I was contacted by a widow of one of our past 
masters from my home lodge, letting me know he had passed and 
to inquire about a Masonic Memorial Service.  She provided me 
with the date and time of the service and I told her I would take 

care of it for her; however, since the fu-
neral home was very far from our home 
lodge, I felt that turnout would be low.  

 I turned to our Valley's Facebook 
page and left a simple request that if 
anyone had time to show up on the east 
side of Indianapolis for the service to 
please attend.  Sixteen Brothers an-
swered the call - all dedicated Scottish 
Rite Valley of Indianapolis members.  
It was a touching moment for me as I 
know it was for our fallen Brother's fam-
ily.  It was an honor to offer his Memo-
rial Service in the company of Brothers 
who had never met this Mason, yet they 
sacrificed to come and offer their sup-
port and time.

 Sacrifice is what you make of it.  It may be time, it may 
be a Brotherly embrace, it may be meeting a financial need, or a 
shoulder to cry on.  That is why I value my time as a Mason and 
Scottish Rite Mason because it gives me the opportunity to dwell 
amongst Brethren who truly care.  The Valley of Indianapolis is 
a great place to be.  Please take the opportunity when you can to 
experience the 19th degree.

 Besides setting a new record for the number of 
men joining the Indianapolis Valley at one of our road 
shows, our February District Degree Day was a little bit 
more special when three generations of Gadberry's joined 
the ranks.  Shown here are Ryan M Gadberry (grandson), 
Danny D Gadberry (son), and proud father Michael D 
Gadberry.  The pink ribbons indicate that they came into 
the class together on the bring-a-buddy program.

Three Generations 
Unite in Bloomington
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Our Men in Black Tie are Waiting for You

6th Annual 
Ladies' Tea Fundraiser

A Day of Tea, Fashion, & More - Saturday, April 27

 Reservations are 
now being accepted for 

the popular Day of Tea, Fashion, 
and More scheduled for Saturday, April 

27, 2013, at the Scottish Rite Cathedral.  (Note:  
This is NOT Mother’s Day weekend, as it has been in the 

past.) This event is a perfect way to celebrate mothers, family, 
and friends while supporting the good work of the Children’s 
Dyslexia Center of Indianapolis 
that is housed at the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral.

 The Marketplace will 
open at 10 am on the mezzanine 
and will feature new and return-
ing vendors for your shopping 
enjoyment. From the mezzanine, 
preview the beautifully decorated 
lunch tables and prepare to view 
and bid on silent auction items 
at 11 am.  Enjoy complimentary 
coffee and tea;  a cash bar will 
offer wine and mixed drinks.

 Scottish Rite members 
will don their tuxes to serve a 
fabulous luncheon prepared by 
Thomas Caterers of Distinc-
tion. Following lunch, fashions by dressbarn will be modeled by 

This joyous table from last year's Tea had a lot of fun with 
the ladies from Table 10.  We raised a record $15,370 at last 

year's Tea that benefitted the Children's Dyslexia Center.

Scottish Rite 
family members 
and friends.  

 Proceeds benefit the Chil-
dren’s Dyslexia Center of Indianapolis where 
children with dyslexia become competent and confident 
readers through after-school tutoring provided at no cost to their 

families.  Visit their Web site 
at www.cdcoi.org for more 
information regarding this 
philanthropic endeavor.

 Individual tickets may be 
purchased for $30, or invite 
seven of your friends to sit with 
you at your table for $240.  
The hostess reserving the table 
will decorate her own table by 
providing a special and personal 
experience for her guests.

 The deadline for reserva-
tions is April 15.  A sell-out 
crowd is expected, so make your 
reservations early.  Call 1-317-
262-3104 for information or to 
purchase tickets.



Petition for the Degrees

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

650 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-1214 
317-262-3100 • 800-489-3579 
website: www.aasr-indy.org

To the Officers and Members of The Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis    Date _______________ 

I, __________________________________________,(Print name in Full) respectfully show that I am desirous of being 
admitted as a member of your honorable body, and humbly request that I may be received among you, and I will ever pray for the 
prosperity and glory of the Fraternity and the welfare of the brethren.  In making this application, I promise on my word of honor that 
should I be elected and become a member of your honorable Body, I subscribe to the following Oath of Fealty: 

“I, the undersigned, do hereby promise on my word of honor, and swear true faith, allegiance, and fealty to the Supreme Council
of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third and Last Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States of America, sitting at its Grand East in the town of Lexington, Massachusetts, and will 
support and abide by its Constitutions, Orders and Decrees. “That I will hold allegiance to the said Supreme Council and be loyal thereto, 
as the supreme authority of the Rite; will hold illegal and spurious every other Body that may be established within its Jurisdiction, 
claiming to be a Supreme Council to which said Supreme Council has not extended due recognition as such; and every other Body of said 
Rite within the same Jurisdiction that does not hold its powers from said Supreme Council, or from a Supreme Council recognized by it, 
and will hold no communication whatever in Scottish Rite Masonry with any member of the same nor allow him to visit any Body of the 
Rite of which I may be a member; and I will dispense justice to my brethren according to the laws of equity and honor. “And should I 
violate, this, my solemn vow and pledge, I consent to be expelled from Scottish Rite Masonry, and all rights therein and in any Body of the 
Rite, and to be denounced to every Body of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in the world as a traitor and forsworn.              
“And may God aid me to keep and perform the same. Amen.’’ 

EACH QUESTION MUST BE ANSWERED IN FULL 
(Please PRINT or TYPE) 

When born ______________________________ Place of Birth ______________________________, ________________ 
Month, Day, Year       City    State 

Resides at ______________________________________,  _____________________,  _________________,  _________ 
Street    City    State    ZIP Code 

I have resided in the State of Indiana __________ Year(s), and in this County _____________ Months / Years (Circle One) 

Occupation _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Give Details 

Firm Name _______________________________ Business Address ___________________________________________ 

I have never before petitioned for the degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. 

I am now a member of _____________________ Lodge No. _____F. & A.M. located at ___________________________ 
Please attach a copy of your current lodge dues      City 

I am “Bringing a Buddy”, his name is: 

_______________________________________

The Rules and Regulations provide A petition for the degrees shall be 
signed by the applicant s own hand, and by one member of The Scottish 
Rite, Valley of Indianapolis, who shall certify to his personal acquaintance 
with the petitioner and his qualifications for membership. 

Recommended by: (Please PRINT or TYPE) 

____________________________Rite No.____________ 

Resident of _______________________________County 

Attention Petitioner:  Please Complete the information below: 

I have personally read the foregoing petition and, in testimony of my full 
understanding thereof, have with my own hand affixed my signature thereto. 

Signed:________________________________________ 
         First    Middle    Last 

Initials are NOT sufficient 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Print Name:________________________________________ 

Street: ____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________State____ZIP__________ 

Home Phone: _________________Cell: _________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name: ____________________________________ 
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 Who are our hosts?  They are Members, Officers, Patron 
Knights, Past Officers, Meritorious Service Award Recipients, and 33rd 

Degree Members.  Specifically, they are Master Travelers.

 For many years, my family and I would go to 
Disney World on vacation around Christmastime 

and we would always have a great time, and 
it would never get old.  Why?  Because we 

would always take another family with 
us; usually it would be a first time 
experience for them, or they just didn’t 
have much fun the last time around.  
It was always exciting to see Disney 
through someone else’s eyes.  Sure we 

would be doing the same thing every 
year, but the experience was always new.  

 I invite you to see the Scottish 
Rite through new eyes by becoming one 

of our Valley hosts.  Please let me know 
that you are interested so we can show a 

new member what we already know…THE 
VALLEY OF INDIANAPOLIS IS A GREAT 

PLACE TO BE.

Tom's Membership Corner
Valley Hosts are Needed

 In the 4th degree titled, “The Master Traveler,” Hiram is 
escorted through his journey into the Scottish Rite by a well-seasoned 
Brother who helps him understand what he has just joined.  

It is a fact that if you have 
someone to share an experi-
ence with, then that experi-
ence becomes more memo-
rable and can build lifetime 
friendships.  It is also a fact that 
we are the first Valley to have 
such a committee.

       In March, the Valley of 
Indianapolis is kicking off our 
Valley Host Committee.  Our 
hosts will guide the footsteps 
of a Brother’s journey from the 
time that we receive his petition, through 
Convocation, and well into being a part 
of his first year as a Member of the Valley.

 Our Valley is unique in the fact that we have something for 
everybody, every month.  Our hosts will contact their new friends and 
wives and will share the Scottish Rite experience with them at our vari-
ous musical shows, dinners, and plays.

Tom Fallis, 33°
Membership Director

Grand Master’s
One-Day Class

In honor of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
Masons of the State of Indiana, George A Ingles, Jr

Fri & Sat, March 15 & 16

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s

Friday

  4-6 PM  Registration of Candidates

7 PM   Entered Apprentice by                  
                    Thorntown 113

             Fellowcraft degree  by                     
              Marvin L Isley York Rite College

Saturday

 8 AM    Master Mason degree by              
                  Bartimaeus Lodge UD

         Scottish Rite Degrees  to follow -                                               
                 4°, 14°, 16°, 18°, 24°, and 32°

   Lunch will be held during the 16° and 
is FREE  for Scottish Rite candidates 
and members

Following the conclusion of the Master Mason degree, the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis will confer the 4°, 14°, 16°, 
18°, 24°, & 32°.  Note: All Candidates for the degrees of Symbolic Masonry will need to have a mentor present who can vouch for their eligibil-
ity.  The mentor will need to bring the apron, Bible and Monitor for each of his candidates.  As a reminder, candidates for this class must have 

been elected prior to March 14, 2013.  Contact Rick Purcell for registration at rpurcell@aasr-indy.org or 317-262-3122.

Indianapolis Scottish Rite Valley - Indpls, IN
"Valley District Degree Day"

Hosted by Indpls Valley Scottish Rite

jbc
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Do You See Dead People?
 At the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library in 
Lexington, Massachusetts, staff and volunteers are currently 
working to digitize our collection of more than 1,000 historic 
photographs, dating from the 1840s to the present.  Many of 
these images feature people, places, 
and events that are Masonic.  One 
of the most intriguing photographs 
in the collection is shown here.  It 
depicts a man who faces the camera.  
Above his head is a ghost-like figure 
of a woman.  Called “spirit photog-
raphy,” images like this one were cre-
ated by unscrupulous photographers 
who claimed that they had captured 
the likenesses of deceased loved ones.  
W.H. Mumler of Boston, who took 
this photograph, produced this type 
of image for eight years, claiming all 
the while to be uniting the dead with 
the living.  However, other photog-
raphers worked to debunk Mumler’s 
claims, even publishing descriptions 
of techniques that could be used to 
make these pictures.  Photographers 
used additional living people as part 
of the process, not visitors from the 
spirit world.  Honest photographers 
sometimes used the “ghost” tech-
niques for sentimental or humorous 
reasons, not claiming that they were 
in contact with the spirit world.  

 Part of photography’s ap-
peal for mid-1800s Americans was 
its newness and its realism.  The 
sitters could see themselves, and their 
friends and family, as they really were, 
not through the painter’s brush or artist’s pencil.  Frenchman 
Louis Daguerre is credited with inventing a process to chemically 
record images in 1839.  This product was named for its inventor 
and the daguerreotype was born.  By the 1860s, carte-de-visites 
like this one were invented, allowing the photographer to print 
an image on paper.  One of the keys to the popularity of these 
photographs was their compact size.  While many portraits from 
the 1700s and 1800s were painted to be framed and hung on the 
wall, a carte-de-visite could be carried in a purse or a pocket.  
 
 A handwritten note on the back of this photograph 
provides not only helpful information about the identity of the 
sitter, but also tells us that the subject was hoodwinked by his 

photographer.  The inscription reads “Portrait of Theo. Ross 33º 
Taken by a Spiritualistic Photographer + he made Ross believe 
that was his wife’s spirit standing behind him.”  While we may 
find it hard to believe that Ross could have believed such a story, 

it helps to understand that the 
photo was taken at a time when 
Spiritualism was sweeping the na-
tion.  Spiritualism was a religious 
movement aimed at proving the im-
mortality of the soul by establishing 
communication with the spirits of 
the dead.  Historians have suggested 
that Spiritualism’s popularity was a 
response to the widespread econom-
ic, social and cultural changes taking 
place in America in the mid-1800s.  
 
 Theodore Ross was born 
in Duchess County, New York, on 
November 23, 1827, and moved 
to Cleveland, Ohio, at a young 
age.  He was made a Mason in 
Cleveland’s Iris Lodge No 229 and 
became a member of both the York 
Rite and the Scottish Rite.  He 
received the Scottish Rite’s 33º on 
May 23, 1862.  At some point, Ross 
moved to New York City, where he 
passed away on May 30, 1875.  But, 
his photograph remains, allowing us 
not only to connect his appearance 
to his life story, but also highlight-
ing a fascinating part of the story of 
photography in America.
 
 You can browse and search 
the images that have been digitized 

by visiting our Web site (www.nationalheritagemuseum.org).  
Click on “Collections” and then click on “Online Collections” 
and “Click here to start a search of our online collection.”  You 
will be taken to a new window where you can search for all of the 
photos by typing “photo,” or you can search for specific subjects, 
photographers, places or any other term.  For more information 
about the Museum & Library, visit our Web site or call 781-862-
6559.

   ~~Aimee E Newell, PhD, Director of Collections, Scottish Rite 
Masonic Museum & Library, National Heritage Museum,
anewell@monh.org, 781-457-4144.  Check out our blog - 

www.nationalheritagemuseum.typepad.com.

Theodore Ross with his wife’s “spirit,” 1862-1875, 
W.H. Mumler, Boston, Massachusetts, Collection 
of the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, 

85.80.25c.
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200 YEARS OF

BROTHERHOOD

Help someone you know unlock the Journey into
Scottish Rite Freemasonry

and be eligible to win a 14-day Holland America Cruise for two to

ALASKA
Effective 1/1/2012 thru 12/31/2013 - contact your Valley Secretary for details or visit www.ScottishRiteNMJ.org
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Indpls Valley & Indpls Symphony:
Partners in Community Music

by John W Duncan, 33º                                                                   
Thirty-Three Year Chorus Member

 The Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra has a rich history dating back 
more than 80 years.  Our symphony was 
founded in 1930 by Maestro Ferdinand 
Schaefer who conducted from 1930 until 
1937. The home of the symphony in the 
early days was in the Caleb Mills Audi-
torium at Shortridge High School.  They 
performed there from 1930 to 1933, and 
then moved to the Murat Temple, where 
they performed for the next 30 years.

 In 1937, Dr Fabien Sevitzky 
replaced Mr Schaefer, and he conducted 
the symphony until 1955.  Dr Sevitzky 
was a member of Oriental Lodge No 500 
and became a member of the Indianapolis 
Valley in November of 1941.  He was 
crowned a 33° in September of 1948 in 
Boston, MA.  Dr Sevitzky was born in 
Russia on September 30, 1893, and died 
on February 3, 1967.  Not only did he 
conduct the ISO for 18 years, he also 
formed the Scot-
tish Rite Orches-
tra. 

 The 
Scottish Rite Or-
chestra performed 
their first concert 
in the spring of 
1946.  Another 
member of the 
ISO, a pianist 
by the name of 
Edwin J Biltcliffe, 
served as the first 
director of the 

Scottish Rite Chorus.  Brother Biltcliffe 
was also the Cathedral Organist from 
1947 to 1960 --  also a member of Ori-
ental Lodge and member of our Valley.  
Illustrious Brother Biltcliffe received his 
33º in Boston on September 29, 1954.

 In the history of the Scottish 
Rite Orchestra, there have only been 
four conductors.  They include: Sevitzky 
(1945-55), Robert L Schultz, 33º, (1955-
77), James A Calvert, 33°, (1977-94), and 
at present, Illustrious Brother Jeffrey S 
Warbinton, 33°.
   
 In 1956, Izler Solomon became 
conductor of the ISO, and he served until 
1975.  In 1963, the new home of the 
symphony became Clowes Memorial Hall 
on the campus of Butler University and 
remained the venue until 1984 when the 
ISO moved to the Hilbert Circle The-
ater.  ISO conductors who followed Mr. 
Solomon include: John Nelson, Raymond 
Leppard, Mario Venzago and presently, 
Maestro Krysztof Urbanski.

 When the Cathedral was con-
ceived in 1915, the same architectural 
firm (Rubush & Hunter) also designed 
the Circle Theater and the Circle Tower 
building.  After WWI ended, the Scottish 
Rite ramped up to build a new cathedral, 

put the previous plans on hold, and new 
design plans were put out for bid.  George 
Schreiber won the contract and the rest is 
history. 

 Our Scottish Rite Orchestra and 
Chorus both have a long and impressive 
history.  Since its inception in 1946, Scot-
tish Rite Chorus directors have included 
Edwin Biltcliffe, Frank Watkins, Farrell 
Scott, 33º, John Ruby, Ben Gillen, Wil-
liam F Moon, Joseph M Huff and Darrell 
E Morris, 33°.
  
 The Scottish Rite Valley of In-
dianapolis is most fortunate to have both 
an orchestra and a chorus.  The rich tradi-
tions of both organizations, who serve our 
Valley with dedication and distinction, are 
at risk due to declining membership.  

 The banners of both groups of 
men have been proudly carried forward 
for more than 65 years; but presently, 
both are desperately in need of new musi-
cians and singers.  If you play an instru-

ment, dust it off 
and join in the 
fun that comes 
with orchestra 
participation.  If 
you sing, or think 
you can sing, the 
chorus is looking 
for you!  Please 
come to the Ca-
thedral and join 
us on Monday 
nights.  Tune-ups 
and warm-ups 
begin at 7 pm.
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  Mark your calen-
dar now for two upcom-
ing special stated meeting 
presentations.  On Wednes-
day, April 4, the Valley will 
portray the 26th Degree for 
all members  The Double 
Eagle Café will be open for 
dinner beginning at 5:30 

pm before the meeting.  This is the first time we have portrayed 
the Civil War degree. 

Coming "Rite" Up

Stated Meeting Degrees

Mystery Dinner
 Join us on Saturday, April 20, at 6:30 pm for Mur-

der Mystery Dinner Theatre in our South 
Lounge for an evening of intrigue as diners 
try to identify who among them is a danger-
ous killer.  Dinner and show for members 
and their guests – $25.  Someone will win a 
$50 prize for attending. 

 On Sunday, March 17,  at 3 pm, the Scottish Rite 
Orchestra will present a delightful afternoon of music for your   
entertainment.   FREE for all members and their guests.  Once 
again, on Sunday, May 5, at 3 pm, the Scottish Rite Orchestra 
and Chorus will entertain.

Orchestra & Chorus

Feast of the 
Paschal Lamb

 For more than 60 years, the Indianapolis Chapter of 
Rose Croix has honored members of the Valley of Indianapolis 

who have gone to their eternal rest 
during the preceding 12 months 
through its annual observance of the 
Easter Cathedral Hour.  Three years 
ago, the Indianapolis Valley began ob-
serving the Feast of the Paschal Lamb.  

 It is important to note that the Feast 
of the Paschal Lamb is neither the 
Feast of the Passover nor the institu-
tion of the Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion, although it commemorates 

both holy days.  The ordinance establishing this beautiful and 
symbolic service dates back to the Old Testament narrative, “And 
this day shall be unto you a memorial, and ye shall keep it a feast 
to the Lord throughout your generations.”

 The Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix will observe 
this traditional ceremony honoring those members who have 
passed away in the previous 12 months.  Join us on Sunday, 
March 24, at 3 pm in the auditorium for this ceremony featur-
ing dramatic tableaus surrounding the Easter season as well as an 
Easter message and memorial ceremony.  This ceremony is open 
to members and their guests without charge.

500 Parade Festival
 Saturday, May 25 – 12 noon.  The Scottish Rite is 
again offering reserved seats on the Meridian Street steps for its 
members for the annual 500 
Festival Parade. Tickets are 
$20 per person and include 
reserved parking on the West 
lot, reserved seating, and a 
box lunch with drink. Limit 
of 12 tickets per member. 
Take advantage of this great 
opportunity to see all the 
floats, bands, and drivers 
from your very own seat. Rest room facilities within the Cathe-
dral will be available.    
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YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE

 In 2005, the Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation 
unveiled a plaque recognizing all major donors to the 
new West Entrance Project.  That project improved 
the appearance and entrance to the Cathedral dra-
matically and we are very grateful to the donors who 
made it a reality.  

 As you have read earlier in this issue, we must 
undertake an even larger restoration project on our 
building.  Upon completion of this project, we will 
unveil and display a plaque inside the main lobby by 
the Lodge Room recognizing the donors who contrib-
ute to this major improvement for the Cathedral.  The 
minimum donation to have your name inscribed on 
this plaque will be $5000.  Later this spring, we will 

be asking for your support by offering a three-year pledge to help us offset the $2.5 
million cost to maintain the structural integrity of this 85-year-old monument to 
Freemasonry.

 Upon completion of this restoration project we can all rest with peace 
of mind that our Cathedral will continue to stand strong and proud in downtown 
Indianapolis and serve our members well into the future.  We ask you to give 
strong and prayerful consideration to this project and we thank you -- in advance 
-- for your support.

Enjoy fixed payments for life with a Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation Charitable Gift Annuity.

Mark of ProvenanceMark of Honor

Masters Mark

Positioning
Mark Stonecutter's

Mark

Campaign for the Cathedral

Mark Dill
Director of Major 

Gifts

Joseph H Clark, 33°
James M Cridge, MSA
James Mark Dill, 33°

Evelyn J Ellis
Hubert E Morlan Estate

Roger A Newman
George F Rapp, 33°

George Seidensticker

Anonymous
Nathan C Brindle
Kerry Todd Grass

John C Schwegman, 33°

Darryl R Becktel
Alan C Buck

Alice Faye Cassidy
F Peter Daniels

Mrs Delores M Dyer
Ronnie W Gerkin

John E Hulen
Mervin R Ice

Rev George R Jackson, 33°
Michael J Kauffman

James Robert Keating

Herschel D Ankrom
John Mark Arnold

James S Backoff
Glenn E Barnard, III

Jack L Barnes
Bartholomew Co Shrine

Robert S Beasley
Kenneth Beaty

John C Beechler
Bryan A Beeler

Michael M Bell
Albert C Bolin

Paul T Bothwell
Elbert L Bradshaw
Larry Joe Brinegar
Richard K Britton
Donna Brunsma
Douglas B Butler

Ralph J Butts
Terry E Byrns

Fredrick Jay Campbell
Frederick C Carey
Jerry J Carmickle

Frank Evan Carson
James David Cash
Edward Chaney
Mrs Bessie Clipp

Louis E Cook
John T Cowley

Steve Gregory Cummings
Richard L Cunningham, 33°

Lawrence S Dalton
Ralph E Davis

Cort Dale Davisson
James Garner Dillon

Eric R King
Mrs Margie Lamberson

M J McKee, Jr
Michael A Moxley, 33°
David Allen Naessens

Lowell Alton Nicodemus
Mrs Billie C Niles
Ms Patricia F Pope
Ms Margaret Potts

Mrs Nancy A Prasuhn
James A Ray

Sidney N Sakowitz
Henry R Schull

Scottish Rite 33rd Assoc
Scottish Rite Friendship

Robert B Shelby
William A Sigman, 33°
Ronald D Simpson, 33°
Ronald W Sparks, 33°
Speedway Lodge #729

Michael C Stoner
Vitruvian Lodge #767

T Max Warner, II
William W Weil

Jeffery Zaring, 33°
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Lloyd L Douglas
William A Dowden, 33°

V Lee Duncan
Edward R Duning

Brian L Eagans
John A Eklem

John Curtis Ellis
Jonathan R Elrod, 33°

Keith A Erny
Ronald Stephen Estell

Kyle L Fahrner
James M Faith, II
Wayne E Fansler

Forrest Lee Featherstone
Raymond A Finney

Bennie A Fiscus

Rex D Fleenor, 33°
Lawrence D Foster
Charles W Francis
Thomas C Francis

George Frederick Freije
Donald R Fry

Douglas O Gentry
Richard W George

Henry Parker Godby

Gerald L Goodwin
John C Gray, MSA

Erman Hall, Jr
Michael Eric Harder
Mrs Barbara Harmon

William R Hart
Steven J Haug

Thomas E Hayden
Jay G Heath

Gerald R Helser
Thomas Carleton Henley

Raymond S Hiatt, Jr
John Leonard Hileman

John E Hodson
Robert W Holden, II
Richard L Hollowell

Joe Towns Holmes
John F Hoppes

Kenneth E Housefield
Garlan W Howard
Richard B Hugart

Shapur K Irani
Larry D Jefferson, 33°
Eddie R Johnson, Jr

Larry D Johnson

Earl L Jones
Jeffrey Paul Jordan
Raymond L Kaser
Mrs Bette Kennard
Alvion R Kimball
Norvin Kirkendall

Robert H Kirkpatrick
William W Kixmiller

John F Kraft, Sr
William Joseph Krier

Gayle T Kring
Dardhe Moses Lake

Richard V Lamb
Eugene H Lamkin
Jerry L Land, Sr

Gary C Langston

Gerry D Lauderbaugh
Otha Lawless

Edward W Lind
Jack K Lucas

Leonard E Lucas
William Eugene Lugar

Britton L Luther
Ronald E Mann

Donald B Marcum, Jr, 33°

Clayton Martin
Mrs Eleanor K Matyus

William McCulloch
Robert C McDonald
Phillip A McFerran
M C McLaughlin
Monty K McPhail

Norman L Melhiser
Richard Boyd Miller
Alan D Milligan, 33°

Russell L Mitchell
James E Mundell

Ralph E Neal
John K Newton

Thomas H Niemeyer
Nicholas W Noe

Robert E Nolan
William E Ogle
Paul K Parmer

Jack D Patterson
Robert E Pearcy

Maurice J Peckinpaugh
Vernon M Pickett
David E Pierson

James E Pitts

Donald Bruce Poe
Eric W Poe

James A Pore
Robert C Porter
Charles R Price
David M Priest
Dorse J Raichel

Ronald L Ralston
Walter G Reinacker
Meredith J Reynolds
R Brooks Richards

Donald C Richbourg
Thomas W Ridenour
Thomas E Robinson

Bernard L Roudebush
Phillip D Rowe

William F Ryall
Wayne Salmon

Donald G Sanders
George B Scott

Ronald D Seymour
Bonney M Shirley
A John Sieloff, 33°

Richard K Sitterding
John B Sloan, 33°

Rayman W Snider
Zeno M Starkey

Mrs Betty H Stevens
Robert R Storms
Henry V Swango

Bruce D Thompson
Gary P Thorp

Ronald E Trotter
Lawrence R Ulrich

Charles L Walker, Jr, 33°
John Walters

Mrs Helen P Wasson
Walter E Watts
David E Weiger
Richard S Wells

Robert L Whitcomb

Thomas R Williams
Gary L Wilson

J R Conley Wombles
Russell D Woolard

John F Worland
Jeffrey W Wright
Bernard Wurger

Carl D York
Noel W Zook

Join the Baxter Bell Society and adopt one of our Carillon Bells starting at a $3000 donation.
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Gary S Aletto
Anonymous

James S Backoff
James David Barbee

Jack L Barnes
George R Beason

William L Borneman
Paul T Bothwell

F Michael Bratcher
Ralph J Butts
Terry E Byrns

Fredrick J Campbell
Frederick C Carey
Frank Evan Carson
James David Cash

Thomas Foust Conner
John T Cowley

Steve G Cummings
Cort Dale Davisson
Kenneth L Doyle
Edward R Duning

John A Eklem
Wayne E Fansler

Raymond A Finney
Mack W Fishburn

Robert B Foreman, III

Children's Dyslexia Center Contributors

Our Cathedral stands today as testament to the vision and philanthropy of members 
and friends who unselfishly committed their time and resources.

New Members to the
Bear Den Club

Silver
Carol Douglas

IREM Chapter 24

Bronze
Robt J Bullions, Jr

Knights of St Andrew
Masonic Jewels

Since the expansion of the quarterly Double 
Eagle magazine, we will now publish our 
donors quarterly.  Listed on these pages are 

members and friends of the Valley of 
Indianapolis who contributed to the 

Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral Founda-
tion, Inc. and the Children's Dyslexia Center 

from  November 1, 2012 to January 31, 
2013.  The Foundation was established in 
1984 to preserve and maintain the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral and recognizes all donors at 

the level of their gift.  The Children's 
Dyslexia Center was established in 1998 to 
assist all children in overcoming dyslexia. 

The Society of Cathedral Builders & 
Children's Dyslexia Center Contributors

E Roland Forrester
Douglas O Gentry

Chandos O Graham, Jr
John C Gray, MSA

Michael Eric Harder
William B Harting, III

Steven J Haug
Thomas E Hayden

Raymond S Hiatt, Jr
Wayne R Hobson
John E Hodson

Robert W Holden, II
Richard B Hugart

Shapur K Irani
Jackson County SR Club

Eddie R Johnson, Jr
Earl L Jones

Ross E Kesler
Robert H Kirkpatrick
William W Kixmiller
William Joseph Krier

Gayle T Kring
Richard V Lamb

Lee William Langlotz
Gerry D Lauderbaugh

Britton L Luther

Donald B Marcum, Jr, 33°
Mrs J L McAhren

William McCulloch
Jim McMinn

Monty K McPhail
James D Meyers
Earl M Miller

John Alan Miller
Richard C Miller
Wallace F Mills

Russell A Murphy, 33°
Lowell A Nicodemus
Thomas H Niemeyer

Nicholas W Noe
Robert E Nolan
David Ray Oeth

Douglas O Pauls, 33°
James E Pitts
Eric W Poe

Ms Margaret Potts
George F Rapp, 33°

David Allen Robinson
John R Robinson
Phillip D Rowe
William F Ryall
Wayne Salmon

Henry R Schull
George B Scott

William D Scott
Melvin C Seitz, Jr

Ronald D Seymour
Donald R Shelby

Thomas R Shiveley
George Robert Slade

Robert L Smith
Stephen Leigh Smith

Zeno M Starkey
Andrew C Stephens

Robert R Storms
Donald L Stults

Nicholas A Sturgeon
Jack David Thomas

Gary P Thorp
Richard S Wells
Gary L Wilson

James F Winton
John F Worland

Carl D York
Noel W Zook
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Memorial & Honor Gifts

Ashlar Society

In Memory Of John F Minatel, 33°

Mark Dill, 33°

Rex D Fleenor, 33°

In Memory Of Rex D Fleenor, 33°

33rd Scottish Rite Association
Mark Dill, 33°

Donna Brunsma
Charles L Walker, Jr, 33°

In Memory Of Eddie B Ellis

Evelyn J Ellis 

In Memory Of Kim L Rader

Richard & Elizabeth Miller
Lloyd & Susan Douglas

Bette Kennard
Bartholomew County Shrine Club

Elbert & Geneva Bradshaw

In Memory Of Luther O Dyer

Delores Dyer

In Memory Of Wilmer Hodges

Gerald & Judith Goodwin

Ronald D Simpson
Hank Schull

Alice Faye Cassidy
Daniel C Hicks

Robert & Shirley De Noon
John Schwegman, 33° (2)
Darryl & Donna Becktel

Nancy & William A Prasuhn
Speedway Lodge No 729

November 1, 2012, to January 31, 2013

Cathedral Foundation In Memory Of Wade L Neal

William A Sigman, 33°

In Memory Of John E Clipp

Bessie J Clipp

In Memory Of Arvin Lamberson

Margie L Lamberson

In Memory Of Edward J Zebrowski, 33°

33rd Scottish Rite  Association
Mark Dill, 33°

In Memory Of Samuel J Thompson, 33°

33rd Scottish Rite Association
Mark Dill, 33°

These Brothers received their 50-year certificates of membership at the Convocation on Saturday, Oct 27, 2012.  
Front Row (l to r): Sam Swinford, Henry Meier, Obrey Phipps, Morton Rhoads, Richard Kelly, Robert Bailey, Don 
Cowan.  Back Row: Robert Devaughn, Paul McClure, Ron Forrester, Thomas Spencer, Ovid Rife, Thomas Roush.



Ancient Accepted Scottish  Rite
650 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis  IN  46204-1294

In the 20th Degree, General Israel Putnam opines that he thinks it would 
be of interest and profit to some of our younger Brethren, that an account be 
given of our military lodges.  In a similar vein, I asked Fred Kortepeter, 33° 
-- longtime Valley organist and Valley historian -- to shed some light on the 
Valley's past and he has graciously shared some very interesting facts about 

our Valley.  I hope you will enjoy.   ~~editor

A Bit of Valley History - Part 8
Through the Cathedral Window

	 •FACT: In the Prologue to the 18th degree, the Senior 
Warden says: "The Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction is an inclusive 
fellowship composed of Christians, whether 
Protestants or Catholics, Jews, Moslems, 
Parsees and other monotheists."  Now I'm 
sure you know what Christians, Protestants, 
Catholics, Jews and Moslems are, but what 
are Parsees?  Do you have any idea?  Well, let 
me tell you. 

 The most ancient monotheistic 
religion was the ancient Bactrians, going 
back to about 3,500 years BC.  When I say 
"monotheistic," I am referring to a religion 
that had only one god.  The ancient Egyp-
tians, Romans, Greeks and other religions 
had bunches of gods and godesses.  But the 
Bactrian religion had only one god and that 
was the HOLY FLAME -- the god they wor-
shiped.  They believed if the Holy Flame ever 
went out, that would be the end of the world, 
so the Holy Flame had to keep burning.  

 One of the great prophets of the 
Bactrians was an astrologer by the name of Zo-
roaster, and he spread the word throughout the 
Babylonian and Persian empires and eventually the name of the 
religion changed to the Zoroastrian Religion.  Within this reli-
gion, Ahura Mazda represented good things and Angra Mainyu 
represented evil.  These were the Gentiles, often referred to in 

"The Spirit of Life"

the Bible, and at one time it was estimated there were between 
40 and 50 million Zoroastrians.  This was Babylon's ancient 
religion.  It was as old as the Jewish faith.  

 The Zoroastrians were great at interpreting dreams and, 
since many of them were astrologers, they were great in inter-
preting the stars.  They were not really kings but many people 

put them on a level with kings and many real 
kings sought them out for advice.  Who were 
the most famous Zoroastrians?  I'm sure you've 
all heard of them and are familiar with them, 
but you probably didn't know that the WISE 
MEN, who went to visit the Baby Jesus, were 
Zoroastrians.  

      In Persia, after the Muslims rose to power 
in the 1st century, the Zoroastrians were 
decimated by massacres, others persecuted and 
many converted to Islam to save their lives. 
In 936 AD, seven boatloads fled to Bombay, 
India, and changed the name of their religion 
to the Parsees, to save their lives.  Their basic 
doctrine was: Good thoughts, good words, 
good deeds.

      I had a lady doctor from India come for 
a tour several years ago.  When someone in 
the group asked who could become Masons, 
I quoted from the 18th degree.  The doctor 

said, "I know several Parsees in my home town."  
When I inquired further, she said, "Then you 
know about the HOLY FLAME.  It is still lit 

and has never gone out in 5500 years."  

 Can you believe keeping a flame going for 5500 years?  
Is that unbelievable or what?


