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 At the recently concluded annual meeting of the 
Valley the brethren elected new leadership and the officers 

were installed and took their 
places on the dais excited for an 
opportunity to serve and meet 
the challenges of the year ahead.  
But from my perspective the 
real value of the gathering was 
a conversation I had with one 
of our members during the fel-
lowship time after the meeting.   
This brother related that this 
was the first stated meeting he 
had been to in his nine years of 
membership.  He had also been 
married in the Cathedral but 

just had not found the time to return for a meeting.  

 He had to choose that evening between a function 
at his Lodge and coming to the Valley and expressed that 
some of his Lodge members questioned his choice with a 
“why would you want to go to a Scottish Rite meeting” 
inquiry.  But in the end he said he had a great time and 
was glad he could come and experience the meeting and 
the fellowship of his fellow members and has redoubled his 
membership efforts and now has several petitions in the 
works.

 That was a great way to put our most important 
stated meeting of the year into perspective.  While it was 
a meeting devoted to the officers and the leadership of the 
Valley, in the long run the greater benefit of the meeting 
was the individual experience of every member attending 
whether an officer or a first time attendee.

 Your Valley has embarked on a program of en-
couraging attendance at stated meetings with a schedule 
of degree presentations at four stated meetings along with 
a table lodge format meeting over dinner, four programs 
or speakers and the annual election and installation.  The 
Double Eagle Café is open for dinner before each meeting 
and at the conclusion the brethren retire to “Washington’s 
Retreat” to enjoy snacks and beverages on the mezzanine in 
the Washington Room.   

 The officers strive to make the meetings interesting 
for members with a variety of programs and formats but 
the fellowship afterwards is an important time to interact 
with and enjoy your brothers.

 If you haven’t attended a stated meeting in a while, 
join us on the first Wednesday of each month (except July 
and August).  You will find a brother anxious to extend a 
hand of fellowship.
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'Round the Rite

Own a Piece of Cathedral History
    In 1915, at the Golden Jubilee Banquet held in the 
old coliseum at the State Fairgrounds, Illustrious Brother Arthur 
Baxter, 33°, resolved that we build the largest and most beautiful 
Scottish Rite Cathedral in the country.  The Scottish Rite Realty 
Company was formed and sold shares of stock to raise money to 
construct our Cathedral in the toughest economic times in the 
history of the United States -- then and since.   

 By 1954, all of these shares of stock had been re-
deemed.  These redeemed 10x16 stock certificates are now being 
offered for sale to all members of the Scottish Rite in suitable 
frames for $250 as we look for innovative ways to raise $2.5 
million to renovate and restore this grand old lady to the glory 

of her youth.  The lapse of time has produced signs of age, 
but her spirit and character are as strong as the day her last 
piece of limestone was put in place.

   We have a complete list of names for these stock 
certificates.  Perhaps you have a father, uncle, grandfather, 
or a relative who helped finance the construction of this 
Cathedral and are interested in owning a piece of history. 

 A limited number of these certificates -- like the 
one pictured here - are available, so don’t miss out on this 
opportunity.  For further information, please contact Mark 
Dill at 317-262-3123 or mdill@aasr-indy.org. 
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Two Valley Officers 'Retire' from Active Duty
Shirley & St Pierree Honored at Officer's Reception 

Outgoing Commander-in-Chief Paul 
St Pierre and his lady Kristen, was 

presented his jewel of service  by Gary 
Lewis, 33°, who appointed him to line.

Paul C  St Pierre

Curtis Shirley

Outgoing Thrice Potent Master Curtis 
Shirley and his wife, Amy, were 

honored for their service to the Valley.

by Jon M B Porter, Commander-in-Chief
 Paul S. Pierre became a Master Ma-
son in 1992, joining Mystic Tie No 398.  He 
was appointed by Illustrious Gary W Lewis 
33°, as an officer of the Indiana Consistory, 
and has committed countless hours to its 
work. 

 He is also a member of the Knights 
of St. Andrew, and the Murat Shrine. He 
has enjoyed his time working with others on 
degree work over his past years as an officer, 
most notably as General Marquis de Lafay-
ette in the 20th degree.

 Paul is a native of Greenwood 
and fostered his leadership skills at Culver 
Woodcraft Camp (where he first met me), 
and as an Eagle Scout.  He obtained degrees 
in Business Administration and Mortuary 

by Jerry B. Maple, Thrice Potent Master
 For the past seven years, the Valley 
of Indianapolis has been lucky enough to 
have Curtis Shirley serve as an officer of 
the Valley and, this past year, as the Thrice 
Potent Master and chairman of the executive 
committee.

 Curtis was a dedicated officer 
who not only brought out the strengths of 
the Valley and its individual members, but 
also has the ability to convey the challenges 
that the Valley faces and the unique ability 
to articulate those challenges in a way that 
would inspire the members into meaningful 
conversation. 

 It is by this ability to verbalize 
and spur conversation, that one of the most 
exciting programs to come to the Scottish 
Rite in quite some time was conceived:  The 

Valley Host Program, which was born at the 
annual officers’ retreat last year.

 Being a Valley Officer is not an easy 
task, but somehow, Curtis found a way to 
balance his role at the Rite along with the 
demands of a family with four children, 
a successful law practice, and a myriad 
of other beneficent organizations that he 
donates his time to, including the various 
church ministries that he supports.  As busy 
as he is, he always seems to have time to 
stop after a meeting to discuss the issue of 
the day, a problem a brother may be having, 
or just to shoot the breeze with a friend.

 A great deal of thanks is owed Curtis 
for his devotion to Masonry, not only at the 
Scottish Rite, but also at Mystic Tie Lodge, 

where he is a Past Master. 
                      . . . continued on Page 5

Science at Xavier University, and returned 
home to work in the family funeral busi-
ness in Indianapolis. 

 Paul has worked tirelessly in the 
community, serving in leadership roles 
in many organizations, working closely 
with people from a broad spectrum of 
backgrounds, communicating his ideas 
while making sure all points of view 
were represented.  He is a past president 
of the Greater Greenwood Chamber of 
Commerce, Greenwood Rotary Club, 
Greenwood Senior Citizens Center and 
the Sertoma Club of Greenwood.  At 30, 
he was the youngest person ever named 
Greenwood's Citizen of the Year by its 
mayor. He is also the past treasurer for the 
Greenwood Christian Academy.

                      . . . continued on Page 5
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by Bob James, 33° - Trustee
 Dennis Dean Sheets or “Denny," as those who have 
come to know and love him, was honored for his six years of 
service as a Trustee of the Indianapolis Valley at a reception on 
May 3, 2013. 

 Denny’s service to the 
Valley has been exemplary and 
constant since he became a mem-
ber in 1989.  In his final year as 
Trustee, he served as chairman of 
the Cathedral and Indianapolis 
Foundations.  

 His term as a trustee saw 
major projects completed such as 
plumbing replacement, parking lot 
fencing and lighting, the engineer-
ing and installation of LED light-
ing and room light sensors, just to 
name a few.

 His knowledge and 
professional experience as vice pres-
ident of Barth Electric Company 
have been invaluable in the roof 
maintenance as he helped usher 
in new theatre rigging and sound 
equipment added to the Cathe-
dral.  

 He has been instrumental in planning for and imple-
menting the current $2.5 million exterior renovation and restora-
tion project, now underway.  In short  he has been a very active 
Trustee.  He has agreed to stay on as the Trustee representative to 

the Building Committee through the completion of the restora-
tion project sometime in 2014. 

 Denny began his Masonic career in McCordsville 
Lodge No 501, in 1989, and later transferred to Centre Lodge 

No 23 where he served as Master in 
1991-1992. He joined the Lodge of 
Perfection line of officers and, after 
6 years,  was elected Thrice Potent 
Master in 2002-2003 when he also 
served as Chairman of the Valley's 
Executive Committee. 

 In November of 1975, he 
married the love of his life, Cheryl, 
who God chose to take home far too 
soon due to an illness.  Since that 
time, Denny has devoted himself to 
his church, the Indianapolis com-
munity and Masonry with seldom-
seen vigor.  His degree from Purdue 
landed him a job with Barth Electric 
where he has remained and is cur-
rently a vice–president. 

 More than anything else, 
those who have had the privilege to 
know and serve with Denny, find 
him to be the finest example of a 

man and Mason.   His word is his bond and he is never afraid to 
speak what he believes to be the truth. His love of the Fraternity 
and community are examples to be emulated.  We all owe Denny 
a debt of gratitude for all he has done and for the true Fraternal 
friendship he has brought to our lives.  

In token of the Valley's appreciation for six years of 
service, Pete Mohr, 33° (right) presented an etched 
crystal vase to his good friend, Denny Sheets at the 

outgoing officer's reception held last month.

Sheets Quits Again -- This Time as Trustee

SHIRLEY . . . continued from Page 4

 Curtis’s legacy to the Rite is multi-fold but what sticks 
out is his dedication to providing real, meaningful programming 
for the membership and, in his words, “Make them want to 
come back.” 

 Curtis was not afraid to change how things are done 
to accomplish this, while at the same time maintaining financial 
discipline in order to ensure that later generations may share the 
same joys at the Scottish Rite that we do now.  Perhaps, though, 
Curtis’s biggest and greatest legacy, and one that we should all 
emulate would be that of a man who truly loves his God and his 
family, and puts them before himself in his life.

ST PIERRE . . . continued from Page 4

 Professionally, Paul is chairman of the Indiana State 
Board of Funeral and Cemetery Service, appointed to the Board 
by then-Governor Mitch Daniels.  He is Past President of the 
Indiana Funeral Directors Association, and actively serves on 
committees of Selected Independent Funeral Homes.  Paul serves 
as Executive Vice President of Wilson St Pierre Funeral Service & 
Crematory in Marion, Johnson, and Madison Counties, and is 
President of Ellers Mortuary in Kokomo, in Howard County.

 Paul is married to wife Kristin, and has two boys, Avery 
and Ryan.  He enjoys spending time with his family and friends.   
Thank-you Paul for your caring heart and years of service. 
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Jerry B Maple

New Leaders Assume Top Spots

2013-2014 Presiding Officers (l to r):  Jerry B Maple, Thrice Potent Master; Michael J Smith, Sovereign 
Prince; Randolph L Seipel, MSA, Most Wise Master; and, Dr Jon M B Porter, Commander-in-Chief.  
Jerry and Jon will serve one year on the Executive Committee and will join Mike and Randy for their 

second and final year.  Also elected were S Randall Schutz, 33° to serve a new term as Trustee; Bradley C 
Wooten to serve as Tiler, and Jeff Saunders, 33° was re-elected as Executive Director for his 14th year.

Jon M B Porter
by Paul St Pierre, Past Commander-in-Chief

 Jon M B Porter was born in Indianapolis in 1968, 
attended Lawrence Township schools, and Culver Woodcraft 
Camp, where he first met Paul St Pierre at the age of ten or so 
before going to Wabash College, where he read history and clas-
sics.

 At Wabash, as a member of the Beta Theta Pi social 
fraternity, he sang in the Glee Club, edited the student newspa-
per, and famously did not play intramural football.  He studied 
at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland his junior year.  After 
Wabash, he went to St Andrews University in Scotland for a 
master’s degree in medieval history.  In between graduate degrees, 
he volunteered for a doomed congressional campaign, and then 
returned to Great Britain to study for a PhD in medieval Euro-
pean history at the University of Nottingham.
                      . . . continued on Page 7  

by Curtis Shirley, Past Thrice Potent Master
 Jerry B Maple was elected Thrice Potent Master of 
the Adoniram Lodge of Perfection last month.  Jerry was born 
in 1971 in Indianapolis, and graduated from Monrovia High 
School and Ball State University, with a Bachelor's degree in 
Entrepeneurship.  He joined the Delta Chi Fraternity, and is also 
involved in Roberts Park United Methodist Church.

             Jerry started working at Huff Steel Company in 1990, 
and the board elected him President in 1998, which position he 
still holds today.

             Jerry was raised in 1994 in Pentalpha Lodge No 564, 
and served as Worshipful Master in 2001 and again in 2008.  He 
joined the Scottish Rite in 1996 and Jon Elrod subsequently ap-
pointed him to the Lodge line of officers.       
             . . . continued on Page 7
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William S Munson

Matthew S Bell

New Officer 
Appointments
for 2013

by Dr Jon M B Porter, Commander-in-Chief
 I am pleased to announce Bill Munson as the newest 
line officer in the Indiana Consistory.  Bill was born in Denver, 
Colorado, much longer ago than you would believe, and earned 
a BA in Economics from University of Colorado.

  A human and business resource consultant, Bill has 
also been very active — for some 48 years — in the Boy Scouts 
of America, and has earned the prestigious Silver Beaver Award, 
as well as the District Award of 
Merit and the Daniel Carter 
Beard Masonic Scouter Award.  

 He was raised to the 
sublime degree of a Master 
Mason on September 16, 
2000 at Quarry Lodge in 
Anderson, IN, and is a mem-
ber of Cumberland No 726, 
Cumberland, IN, where he 
served as Worshipful Master 
in 2005 and Chaplain in 2008 
and 2009.  He transferred his 
membership to Brownsburg No 241 when Cumberland turned 
in its charter. 

 He is a member of many appendant Masonic organiza-
tions and has served some of them in a leadership capacity.  An 
active Shriner, he was President of the Cast in 2012 and cur-
rently serves as the Chimalma in the Order of Quetzalcoatl.  

 At the Scottish Rite, Bill is a charter member of the 
Knights of St Andrew and was the charter president of Voyagers 
Guild; he served as Assistant Master of Ceremonies for five years 
(2005 to 2010) and has been Tiler since 2010.  He received the 
Meritorious Service Award in 2008 and will be coroneted a 33° 
Degree Mason in August.  He married his wonderful wife, Shel-
ley in July 2011 and he has two children and two grandchildren.

by Jerry B Maple, Thrice Potent Master
 The Adoniram Lodge of Perfection is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Matthew S Bell to its officer line.   

Matt was born in 1977 
in Beech Grove and 
graduated from South-
port High School.  He 
was raised in Calvin W 
Prather Lodge, No 717 
in 2008 and joined the 
Scottish Rite in 2009.

 Although he has 
not been a member of 
the Rite very long, Matt 
really jumped in with 
both feet by joining the 
Knights of St Andrew 
and getting involved 

in membership activities right away by being named District 4 
Membership Chairman.  

 He became the KSA secretary in 2011 and has recently 
been named chairman of the newly formed Retention and 
Restoration Committee.  Matt was involved in the automotive 
industry for a number of years in a management capacity but has 
recently switched gears and is currently a site manager with Van 
Rooy Properities.  We welcome Matt to the Valley leadership.

PORTER . . . continued from Page 6 
He specialized on monastic reform movements in the twelfth 
century — and where he met his wife, Inge.  Jon was raised to 
the sublime degree of a Master Mason in Mystic Tie Lodge No 
398 on September 11, 1995; joined the Indianapolis Valley of 

MAPLE . . . continued from Page 6
             For many years Jerry has been very active in the Lodge 
Line, focusing on how we can encourage more members to par-
ticipate in our activities.  Jerry has been involved in supporting 
our new mentor program from its inception, and brings a wealth 
of experience and talent to our leadership.

the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in April of 1998, and 
served as Master of Mystic Tie Lodge in 2004.  He has served in 
leadership positions in many appendant bodies and also on the 
Scholarship Board of the Grand Lodge.  An Eagle Scout, he was 
an assistant scoutmaster of his old scout troop.  Jon has taught 
in the interdisciplinary Global and Historical Studies program 
at Butler University since 2001, is a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland, and a member of the board of directors 
of the Indianapolis Legal Aid Society.   Jon’s wife, Inge, is from 
Antwerp, Belgium and is an attorney for the Indiana Court of 
Appeals.  They have two children, Elisabeth (8) and Alexander 
(5), who both attend St Richard’s School in Indianapolis.
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Tea 

for 

Two 

Hundred
3

by Beverly Elrod
 On Saturday, April 27, more than three hundred ladies 
gathered in the Indianapolis Scottish Rite Banquet Hall to enjoy 
the company of family and friends  while attending a fund-raiser  
to benefit the Scottish Rite Children's Dyslexia Center.  

 Upon arrival, guests were enchanted by the variety,  
beauty and uniqueness of  table decorations, created by each of 
the 37 table hostesses.  Soon, the ladies were drawn to the silent 
auction tables where heavy bidding commenced on more than 
100 items donated by local businesses and individuals.  The 
presiding officers joined 33 men of the Scottish Rite -- dressed 

in their finest tuxedos -- made their entrance to the tunes of ZZ 
Top and Sharp Dressed Man before taking their places to serve 
the meal.

 The event was planned by a committee composed of 
Rosie Jordan and Barb Mohr, co-Chairpersons; Cathy Burns, 
Thelma Bray, Donna Cofer, Debbie Creager, Carl Culmann, 
Sharon Danielson, Bev Elrod, Barbara Stauch.    After expenses, 
$15,211 was raised to benefit our Children's Dyslexia Center. 
Cover Photo:  The Ladies of Table 22 had a great time with ser-
vice for the meal provided by Commander-in-Chief Jon Porter.

6th Annual 
Ladies Tea & Fashion



Petition for the Degrees

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

650 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46204-1214 
317-262-3100 • 800-489-3579 
website: www.aasr-indy.org

To the Officers and Members of The Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis    Date _______________ 

I, __________________________________________,(Print name in Full) respectfully show that I am desirous of being 
admitted as a member of your honorable body, and humbly request that I may be received among you, and I will ever pray for the 
prosperity and glory of the Fraternity and the welfare of the brethren.  In making this application, I promise on my word of honor that 
should I be elected and become a member of your honorable Body, I subscribe to the following Oath of Fealty: 

“I, the undersigned, do hereby promise on my word of honor, and swear true faith, allegiance, and fealty to the Supreme Council
of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third and Last Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States of America, sitting at its Grand East in the town of Lexington, Massachusetts, and will 
support and abide by its Constitutions, Orders and Decrees. “That I will hold allegiance to the said Supreme Council and be loyal thereto, 
as the supreme authority of the Rite; will hold illegal and spurious every other Body that may be established within its Jurisdiction, 
claiming to be a Supreme Council to which said Supreme Council has not extended due recognition as such; and every other Body of said 
Rite within the same Jurisdiction that does not hold its powers from said Supreme Council, or from a Supreme Council recognized by it, 
and will hold no communication whatever in Scottish Rite Masonry with any member of the same nor allow him to visit any Body of the 
Rite of which I may be a member; and I will dispense justice to my brethren according to the laws of equity and honor. “And should I 
violate, this, my solemn vow and pledge, I consent to be expelled from Scottish Rite Masonry, and all rights therein and in any Body of the 
Rite, and to be denounced to every Body of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in the world as a traitor and forsworn.              
“And may God aid me to keep and perform the same. Amen.’’ 

EACH QUESTION MUST BE ANSWERED IN FULL 
(Please PRINT or TYPE) 

When born ______________________________ Place of Birth ______________________________, ________________ 
Month, Day, Year       City    State 

Resides at ______________________________________,  _____________________,  _________________,  _________ 
Street    City    State    ZIP Code 

I have resided in the State of Indiana __________ Year(s), and in this County _____________ Months / Years (Circle One) 

Occupation _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Give Details 

Firm Name _______________________________ Business Address ___________________________________________ 

I have never before petitioned for the degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. 

I am now a member of _____________________ Lodge No. _____F. & A.M. located at ___________________________ 
Please attach a copy of your current lodge dues      City 

I am “Bringing a Buddy”, his name is: 

_______________________________________

The Rules and Regulations provide A petition for the degrees shall be 
signed by the applicant s own hand, and by one member of The Scottish 
Rite, Valley of Indianapolis, who shall certify to his personal acquaintance 
with the petitioner and his qualifications for membership. 

Recommended by: (Please PRINT or TYPE) 

____________________________Rite No.____________ 

Resident of _______________________________County 

Attention Petitioner:  Please Complete the information below: 

I have personally read the foregoing petition and, in testimony of my full 
understanding thereof, have with my own hand affixed my signature thereto. 

Signed:________________________________________ 
         First    Middle    Last 

Initials are NOT sufficient 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Print Name:________________________________________ 

Street: ____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________State____ZIP__________ 

Home Phone: _________________Cell: _________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name: ____________________________________ 
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Tom's Membership Corner
The Legacy of Lincoln

Tom Fallis, 33°
Membership Director

 “There’s no secret on how to get Master Masons to join 
the Scottish Rite, just ask ‘em.”  I have said this phrase over a 
thousand times over the years, but they are not my words.  They 

belonged to a Brother that should be 
an inspiration to us all.  It has been 
a year since the Valley lost one of its 
most active and highest 
producing members, 
Lincoln Hamilton.  

       Lincoln belonged to 
just about every Masonic 
organization in the book, 
but his true love was the 
Scottish Rite.  He was a 
Past Sovereign Prince and 
a 33rd Degree Mason, but 

he excelled in bringing Master Masons to the Scottish 
Rite and sponsoring them into our Fraternity.  

 At the time of his unexpected passing, he had been 
responsible for signing up 198 new and restored members.  This 
was easy for Lincoln.  As many that knew him could attest, he 
had the gift of gab.  He was a true salesman.  

 He would engage everyone he met in conversation -- 
and I mean everyone -- and would find out just who they were.  
By the time the conversation ended, he would know the people 
and the people would know him.

 Lincoln Hamilton was 
an entertainer of the highest cali-
ber.  He could sing, play guitar, 
banjo, mandolin, and a little 
fiddle.  He could play country, 
bluegrass, rock, and even heavy 

metal all on the banjo.  
There is nothing more 

disturbing than 
hearing AC/DC on a banjo, but that is 

just one thing that made him so special.  
Through his musical talents, he was 

able to raise money for all Masonic 
charities and never asked for any-
thing in return.

          I worked with Lincoln and 
was his friend.  But then again, ev-
eryone was his friend.  I had a great 
time on every occasion that we met.  
He could brighten a room and he il-

luminated the world by just being in 
it.  We will all miss him, but his legend 

will live on.

 So, during this 200th year of Scottish Rite in 
America, let’s take a page out of the “Book of Lincoln.”  When 
you meet a man that you know would benefit from joining the 
Rite, just ask him.  The more you ask, the more you will get.

Spring 2013 Class
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by Randy L Seipel, MSA - Most Wise Master
 As of this writing, gasoline is a steep $4.25 a gallon.  
It is a 51 mile trip from my front door to the front door of the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral and another 51 miles home.  I don’t have 
to come here, I choose to come here.

 Our Indianapolis Cathedral is the 
crowning beauty of Indianapolis architecture, 
and Masonic architecture, as well.  The beautiful 
interior, the awe-inspiring exterior, woodwork, 
fixtures, the windows and the bells  -- ah, the 
bells -- beautiful and glorious, it all combines 
to inspire us to bask in the glory of the Grand 
Architect of the Universe. 

 I love to wander the different rooms ... 
to sit quietly in the Tiler's room and ponder life.  
It is a magnificent building to support and serve 
and be a part of.

 But to be honest, that’s not why I come 
here.  The building is not why I serve.  I come for 
the Brotherhood, to see old friends and brothers,  
tried and true, that have been there for me, fraternally, and most 
certainly, personally.  I come, not just for my old Brothers that I 
have known for years, but for my new Brothers just starting their 
own Masonic journey. 

 I savor each opportunity to meet these new Scottish 
Rite Masons, to answer questions and give directions, and to do 

my best to assist them when they ask, "where can I serve?"  I 
usually give them my e-mail or business card and tell them to 
send me a message --  we will find something for you.

 
 To come in and hear posi-
tive feedback of programs and de-
gree work and to see the difference 
in our new candidate's excitement is 
a positive change from just ten years 
ago.  Today -- at times --  it can be 
electric for me. 

 Good things are happen-
ing here --  bonds that will last a 
lifetime are being made.  That’s 
why I come here -- it's the sense 
of belonging --  of a brother being 
glad to see me, and me of him and 
simply of being with men who are 
different, but at the same time, alike 
in so many ways. 

 Brothers, take the opportunity to experience this joy of 
fellowship with me and the other Brothers.  If you have experi-
enced it, share it with a Master Mason brother and invite him 
to join our beloved Scottish Rite.  Share with him not only the 
beauty of our Cathedral but more importantly the beauty of our 
Brotherly Love and Friendship.
Behold how beautiful it is when Brethren dwell together in Unity.

Where Else Would I Be?
"A Word With You"

 Several rings were offered in our 
last issue of the Double Eagle.  Three of 
them sold and the proceeds of $6400 were 
earmarked for our building project.  This 
handsome two-tone 14K yellow and white 
gold band type Scottish Rite ring with 
inlaid enamels is offered.  Approximate 
ring size – 7.  Replacement cost appraisal 
= $950.  $500 will buy this ring.  Contact 
Rick Purcell at 317-262-3122.

One Ring Remains
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200 YEARS OF

BROTHERHOOD

Help someone you know unlock the Journey into
Scottish Rite Freemasonry

and be eligible to win a 14-day Holland America Cruise for two to

ALASKA
Effective 1/1/2012 thru 12/31/2013 - contact your Valley Secretary for details or visit www.ScottishRiteNMJ.org
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Scottish Rite Lectern, 1931, Century Furniture Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Gift of 
the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, 

USA, 2010.042.31.  Photograph by David Bohl.

4 Generations at 
the Ladies Tea

 This year marks the 200th an-
niversary of the founding of the Scottish 
Rite’s Supreme Council for the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.  
The first American Supreme 
Council was established 
in Charleston, SC, in 
1801.  In 1813, that 
body recognized a Su-
preme Council that had 
been formed in New York 
in 1806.  One of the members 
of this group was John James 
Joseph Gourgas (1777-1865).  
Gourgas eventually became 
Sovereign Grand Commander, 
serving from 1832 to 1851.

 The Scottish Rite 
Masonic Museum & Library, 
in Lexington, MA, actively 
collects objects and documents 
associated with Scottish Rite 
Freemasonry.  Scottish 
Rite members and Val-
leys donated many of 
the objects now in our 
collection.

 One of the most eye-catching 
items in the collection is a lectern that 

DeWitt Clinton Consistory of the Val-
ley of Grand Rapids, MI, presented 

to the Supreme Council in 
1931.  Constructed from sev-
eral different woods, and in-
laid with miniature Masonic 
symbols, the lectern shows 
an Egyptian Revival style and 
sports a book holder at top 

supported by the Scottish Rite’s 
double-headed eagle symbol.  A 
silver plaque on the lectern credits 
the design of the piece to Edgar 
A Somes, the inlay to T A Conti, 
and the fabrication to Century 
Furniture Company and Associ-
ates.  Grand Rapids, MI, was a 
center of American furniture-
making during the late 1800s 
and early 1900s.  The pride that 

makers took in their craft is 
evident.

 Commander Leon 
M Abbott (1867-1932) 
received the lectern at the 

Last year we published a picture of three genera-
tions who attended the Tea -- well, this year we 

topped that when we found Amanda Cash (right) 
who brought her daughter Lily, her aunt, Karen 
Mitchell, her mom, Linda McGlothlin, and her 

grandmother, Marguerite Deckert.  Mom, auntie, 
and grandma are all members of Lawrence No 384, 

Order of Eastern Star.

Happy 200th Birthday Scottish Rite !
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction’s 1931 an-
nual meeting in Detroit.  At the meeting, 
a representative from Michigan explained 
that the Egyptian style was chosen be-
cause of its connection to Masonic rituals 
and symbols.  The Supreme Council used 
the lectern for many years, before it was 
retired to the Museum & Library for 
safekeeping and its preservation.

 The Scottish Rite Masonic 
Museum & Library is pleased to present an 
exhibition about the history of the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction, opening this summer 
(see our website, www.nationalheritage-
museum.org, for more information).  The 
lectern will be one of the objects on view.  
The exhibition will be up for at least a year, 
so start planning your visit now.  If you have 
any Scottish Rite objects that you would like 
to donate to the Museum & Library’s collec-
tion, please contact Aimee E Newell, PhD, 
Director of Collections, anewell@monh.org 
or 781-457-4144.
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as an emcee for several 
Scottish Rite events, and 
is the newest carillon-
neur at the Cathedral.  
Rich was appointed to 
the Indiana Consistory 
in 2010 and currently 
serves as Chancellor.  He 
also is greatly honored to 
play the role of General 
George Washington in 
the 20th degree.

 Rich lives in Lebanon with his lovely bride, Dawn, and 
has two sons and one grandson -- and another one on the way. 
In his spare time he owns a painting business, a vending busi-
ness, an emcee and event hosting business, does audio and studio 
work, is a musician, and as an ordained minister, enjoys being af-
fectionately known as Reverend Rich by his close friends.  Make 
sure you stop and say "hi" to Sir Knight Rich next time you see 
him.

The Knights of St. Andrew are servants of the Indianapolis Val-
ley and gives new and old 32nd degree Masons a path for getting 

involved with our Valley.  For more information go to 
www.ksaindy.org or contact Rich at 765-484-8211.

 For the eleventh consecutive year, 
the Indianapolis Valley will host a 
fabulous 4th of July Celebration Party on 
Thursday, July 4 at 6:30 pm in beautiful 
downtown Indianapolis.  This unique 
event has grown into a wonderful get-
together for Rite members, their families, 
and specially invited guests.

 The day starts with a $10 (adults) 
$5 (children) cook-out inside the Cathe-
dral at 6:30 pm.  This scrumptious feast 
is provided by the Knights of St Andrew 
that includes the typical fixin's found at 
any BBQ during this time of the year.   
The Knights of St Andrew is a group of 
more than 100 brothers who help to 
raise funds for the 32° Children's Learn-
ing Center.

 After the meal, many members 
then await the coming darkness and 
fireworks display by setting up lounge 
chairs, ice chests filled with their favor-
ite beverages, and blankets spread on 
the ground in family circles reminiscent 
of gathering around a fire on a camping 
trip and then spend a relaxing time 
catching up with friends in a casual at-
mosphere.  It's fun to see kids of all ages 
frolic by throwing frisbees, lighting 
sparklers, and tossing footballs.  

 The main event begins promptly 
at 10 pm and never disappoints.  Every 
year thousands flood downtown for this 
dazzling display of fireworks, and you 
can enjoy this private party inside our 
securely-fenced west parking lot.  

BBQ, Fireworks & Fun

 Sir Knight Rich Stevens has been a very active member 
of the Valley.  As a member of Thorntown Lodge No 113, Rich 
served the Lodge as Worshipful Master in 2010 and continues 
his service as secretary of the Lodge.  Upon joining the Scottish 
Rite in the spring class of 2008, Rich immediately set out to be-
come active in the Valley.  He became a tour guide in the fall of 
2008 and continues to give tours to the public a couple of times 
a month.  Rich mentions that giving tours is one of the most 
rewarding things that he does for our beautiful cathedral.

 Sir Knight Rich has served in many capacities in our 
Valley. He has worked on the Membership Committee, calling 
committee, and Family Life Committee, to name a few.  He is 
the Boone County Membership chairman for the valley.  

 Rich is a Past Venerable Master of the Knights of St 
Andrew and also is the newly elected secretary.  He has served 

Spotlight on Service

Knights of 
St Andrew

Sir Knight Rich Stevens
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Enjoy fixed payments for life with a Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation Charitable Gift Annuity.

Mark of Honor

Campaign for the Cathedral

Mark Dill
Director of Major 

Gifts

Anson Mills Court No 12
James D Collins, 33°
Dr Walter J Daly, 33°

Ronald L Elliott
Bruce Jeffrey Frazer
Margaret I Kidder

William S Munson, MSA
Barbara Palmer
Jon M B Porter

Richard D Purcell, 33°
Gary Stringer

Windsor P Waits

 In May 2013, the Indianapolis 
Scottish Rite Cathedral Founda-
tion mailed their annual appeal in a 
pamphlet describing the Cathedral 
Restoration Project.  As described 
in the March issue of the Double 
Eagle, this project is a major under-
taking and will not be completed 
until the fall of 2014. 

 The pictures in the recently 
mailed pamphlet tell a very reveal-
ing story of the damage to the 

Cathedral due to age and the weather elements of Central 
Indiana. 

 In the pamphlet were gift options to consider, ei-
ther a three-year pledge or a single donation using a check 
or credit card.  Many members have already responded, 

including 11 members who have each made gifts exceeding 
$5000 entitling their name to be inscribed on a beautiful 
bronze plaque.  We are very appreciative of their generosity.  

 A fund raising committee is being formed from 
members who have agreed to volunteer their time and help 
solicit money for this project on behalf of the Valley.  We 
ask that when they call on you, please be financially sup-
portive of this project.  

 In 1929, our membership faced more daunting 
financial challenges than we do today, but our Brothers 
rose to the occasion and we have all certainly enjoyed the 
sacrifices they made during the nine decades that have fol-
lowed.  Now, it is our turn to be responsible and charitable 
for the benefit of future members of the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral.  Please send in your check or pledge today, if 
you have not done so, and thank-you in advance for your 
continued support.

Franklin Bridenhager
James M Cridge, MSA

Gary W Lewis, 33°
Jeffrey K Saunders, 33°
Dennis D Sheets, 33°
Carson C Smith, MSA

Mark of Restoration

Help Restore Our Cathedral

Honoring Gifts of more than $5000
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Gilles Kolade Asse
Bob O Bishop

Arvine E Blackburn
Robert M Blackburn

Janet K Chandler
Floyd A Chaplin

Mark of Provenance

Masters Mark

Positioning
Mark

Stonecutter's
Mark

anonymous
Richard D Bray, 33°
John W Duncan, 33°

Douglas D Fick
William Robert Haworth

Jeffrey L Skaggs
Knights Of St Andrews

Nicholas J A Gray, MSA
Robert E Kuester, 33°

Brian C Lewis
Don R Reynolds, II

Joseph Alexander
David B H Best
Carole K Cassida

William Frank Cook
Fred C Flowers

Edwin E Hunter

Jenny Clark
Marvin Dale Coryell

Stanley Craig
James Michael Crawford

Herbert J Cummings
Robert D Davis

James Mark Dill, 33°
Frank Steven Duncan

Timothy Scott Durham
James H Forgey
Beatrice E Gauld

Kristan Carlos Groseclose
Theodore Michael Harlan

Ray A Heilman
Patrick Robert Jenkins

Donald W Keller
Charles E Lanham, 33°

Jay R McCarroll, Jr.
Charles David McKinley

Don A Meyers
Richard H Mills
Jeffrey D Mock

David Allen Naessens
James S Nuttall

Roger Lowell Park
Verle G Pearcy

James Dwight Poer
Daniel M Polvere

Charles W Roberts
Jack M Ross

Scottish Rite 33rd Assn
Scottish Rite Tour Comm
Randolph L Seipel, MSA

Timothy P Slayton
Thomas S Solomon

Mr James A Sturdivant
Philip CT hrasher, 33°
George M Umemura
Danny L Van Dame

Richard A Van Sant
Richard A Walls

Robert E Ward, Jr
Frances I Wells
Dale W Wright

Join the Baxter Bell Society and adopt one of our Carillon Bells starting at a $3000 donation.

Tim L Hunter
Barbara J Iiams

Donald E Katzenberger
James V Kuhns
Jack A Marks

Lowell Alton Nicode-
mus

Cleetus R Owens
William B Patrick, 33°
Scottish Rite Chorus

William A Sigman, 33°
A James Snavely

Paul A Stone
David A Stratton
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Rex D Adkins
Edith Anderson

Anonymous
Novella N Beck

Bradford Alan Bennett
Joseph D Bennett

Robyn Bowers
Thelma M Bray
Sally L Brindle

Brian K Buchanan, 33°
Violet Buchanan

W Hugh Burns, 33°
Shalonda Carney-Bledsoe

James H Comer
Maureen Cornelius
Kenneth R Curry

Robert M Danielson, 33°
Arlene I Davis

Marguerite Deckert
Barbara Dickey
Cynthia Dickey

John W Duncan, 33°
Patricia C Duncan

Timothy Scott Durham
Charlene Elder
Shelley Elman

Children's Dyslexia Center Contributors

Our Cathedral stands today as testament to the vision and philanthropy of members 
and friends who unselfishly committed their time and resources.

New Members to the
Bear Den Club

Gold
Anne L Wright

Bronze
Scottish Rite 33rd Assoc

Since the expansion of the quarterly Double 
Eagle magazine, we will now publish our 
donors quarterly.  Listed on these pages are 

members and friends of the Valley of 
Indianapolis who contributed to the 

Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral Founda-
tion, Inc. and the Children's Dyslexia Center 
from  February 1, 2013, to April 30, 2013.  
The Foundation was established in 1984 to 

preserve and maintain the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral and recognizes all donors at the 
level of their gift.  The Children's Dyslexia 
Center was established in 1998 to assist all 

children in overcoming dyslexia. 

The Society of Cathedral Builders & 
Children's Dyslexia Center Contributors

Robert G Elrod, 33°
Mark A Genung, 33°

W Dale Gibson
Linda Gritzer
Dottie Hadley
Laura J Hale

Thomas R Hale
James A Hanson, Sr, MSA

Patricia C Harris
William B Harting, III

Linda Honigbaum
Mary Lou Hornak

Sandra Hull
Indiana Masonic Home

George A Ingles, 33°
Patrick Robert Jenkins

Shahna Jones
Gregory N Jordan, 33°

Carol Joyce
Michele Kear
Carol Keller
Tanya Keller
Sara Koehler

Robert E Kuester, 33°
Carol Kunce

Barb Lammering

Latin Workforce Connection
Patrice Laura

Tina Lee
Alan G Lisle, 33°
Kristyn Looney

Patricia Loy
James Lewis Magoun

Marvin C Maguire, 33°
Masonic Jewels
Patricia Matly

Gerald B Mattheis
Jane Mercier

Alison P Meyer
Ernest R Millikan

James Peter Mohr, 33°
Mt Anthony Lodge #13 

Gary A Nicholson
James Dwight Poer

Jon M B Porter
Margaret Rohrbacher

Jack M Ross
Scottish Rite Tour Comm
Randolph L Seipel, MSA

Patricia Severns
William A Sigman, 33°
Carson C Smith, MSA

Thomas S Solomon
Shelley Sparks
Barbara Stauch

James A Sturdivant
Janet Surber
Ann Sutter

Richard D Sutton, 33°
Steven Brent Taylor
Andrew Thompson

Philip C Thrasher, 33°
Danny L Van Dame

Barbara Voelz
Delores J Von Burg
Ruby Warmouth

Westminster Village
 --  Greenwood Inc
Cathy Wilkinson
Helen O Wilson

Gary G Wyne, 33°
Jean Zerkel

IN HONOR OF MARK GATES
Mt Anthony Lodge 13
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Memorial & Honor Gifts

Ashlar Society

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT & LETHA MORRIS

Margaret I. Kidder

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM E. LUGAR

David B. H. Best

IN MEMORY OF JOHN E. PALMER

Barbara Palmer

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE K. BLACKBURN, 33°

Indianapolis Scottish Rite 33rd Association

Mark Dill, 33°

Janet K. Chandler

John W. Duncan, 33°

Col. Robert M & Rheta W. Blackburn

James S. Nuttall

Arvine Blackburn

IN MEMORY OF DON A. IIAMS

Barbara J Iiams

Murat Highlanders, In memory of Bill Earle, MSA
Cleetus & May Owens

George H. Skaggs
Robert H. Skaggs
Jeffrey L. Skaggs

Timothy G. Skaggs
Jack & Doyne Marks
Jim & Jeanie Kuhns

William F. Cook
Grant & Margaret Stratton

Barbara Palmer
Scottish Rite Chorus- In Memory Of George K. 

Blackburn
Bill & Jan Ludlow

William R. Haworth

February 1, 2013, to April 30, 2013

Cathedral Foundation IN MEMORY OF CHARLES L.CASSIDA

Carole K. Cassida

IN MEMORY OF VERNON L. EDER, 33°

Mark Dill, 33°

Beatrice E. Gauld

William A. Sigman, 33°

WALKING THE WALK
 Several years ago it was popular to ask: “He can 
talk-the-talk, but can he walk-the-walk?”   Well, Brethren, 
you may be proud of the financial support the Scottish 
Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, provided in 2012-
2013 to Brothers in Indiana.  

 Your Rite contributed $69,500 to help our 
Brethren who have found themselves in need of fraternal 
assistance. In addition, $35,100 was provided to Indiana 
Students through the Abbott Scholarship program. 

 The funding for these projects is largely derived 
from your financial contributions, especially from the 
Blue Envelope Appeal.  Please note that none of your dues 
money is used.  Thank-you for honoring your Masonic 
obligation to help, aid, and assist a Brother in distress, and 
for your support of the Scottish Rite.
          ~~Gail Kemp, 33° - Deputy for Indiana



Ancient Accepted Scottish  Rite
650 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis  IN  46204-1294

In the 20th Degree, General Israel Putnam opines that he thinks it would 
be of interest and profit to some of our younger Brethren, that an account be 
given of our military lodges.  In a similar vein, I asked Fred Kortepeter, 33° 
-- longtime Valley organist and Valley historian -- to shed some light on the 
Valley's past and he has graciously shared some very interesting facts about 

our Valley.  I hope you will enjoy.   ~~editor

A Bit of Valley History - Part 9
Through the Cathedral Window

 At the beginning of the year 1884, when the India-
napolis bodies of the Scottish Rite were fairly established in 
their new and first real Temple, known familiarly at the time as 
the "Pork House", their most highly prized 
possession was the William Hacker Library 
which had been placed in their custody by 
William Hacker of Shelbyville, IN.  He was 
a Past Grand Master, Past Grand High Priest, 
Past Grand Commander and a 33rd Degree 
Scottish Rite Mason.

 This wonderful collection of more 
than 2,000 Masonic books, pamphlets and 
manuscripts, had been his "labor of love" for 
many, many years. 

 His desire for it perpetuation led 
to negotiations with the Rite and its final 
transfer to the bodies under a strict and for-
mal agreement for its care, maintenance and 
protection. 

 At the time it was believed to be 
the most interesting and valuable collec-
tions of Masonic books in the United States. It 
contained almost complete sets of the original 
proceedings of the Masonic Grand Bodies of 
North America and a large number of magazines, monitors and 
other publications, many of them very rare.

 Special walnut bookcases were built and the library was 
kept open at all times for the use of the member of the Rite, and 

"The Spirit of Life"

other Master Masons. The minutes of the Lodge record that "a 
resolution of thanks to Brother Hacker was adopted and it was 
voted to present to him a watch guard jewel of the fraternity 
costing $50." Brother Hacker died July 29, 1891. 

 The trustees solicited other contributions of books and 
articles from the members and it is recorded in the minutes of 

the Lodge that on April 1, 1885, Brother F F 
Boltz, of Ft Wayne, presented to the library 
"an Expose of Masonry printed in 1797 and 
found on a Civil War battlefield in 1863."

  On November 3, 1894 disaster hit! 
The fire that destroyed the Temple also wiped 
out the Hacker Library, not a vestige of it was 
left, not a book nor a pamphlet. Its loss was 
more keenly felt by the membership than the 
loss of the building and its equipment, as they 
could be replaced but the library could not, 
nor it real worth estimated. 

  Some idea of its value may be gained 
from the fact that the library was insured 
for $12,000, which amount was recovered 
($12,000 in 1894 would be about $600,000 in 
today's dollars).

   When a new Temple rose from 
the ruins, space was set aside for a new library 
but there was no money on hand with which to 
obtain a substantial collection and interest in the 

movement failed. 

 Beyond the binding of current magazines and few scat-
tered donations of books, little progress was made and the effort 
finally stopped.


