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How to Build a Membership

Reaching Out to Our Members Individually
I am a huge baseball fan and for several years my wife
and I have had a ticket package to the Indianapolis Indians,
the local Triple AAA affiliate of
the Pittsburgh Pirates. We only
attend a dozen games a year but
I am impressed with the lengths
to which the Indians organization goes to make sure we renew
our seats each year and that we
are satisfied with the experience.
A couple of weeks ago, a young
man came by our seats near the
beginning of the game, called
me by name and introduced
himself as my ticket representative. He wanted to make sure we
were happy with everything and to assure us that he would
be available if we had any questions. I always get at least one
email and one call from him in the off season to keep me in
the loop about club happenings.
As I reflected on my feeling of how much this gesture
meant to me, I could not help but think about our Scottish
Rite members and wonder how often someone reaches out to
that member who may only occasionally participate or perhaps does not participate at all and make sure he is satisfied
with his membership experience.
I don’t know how many ticket packages are sold each
year by the Indianapolis Indians, but I would guess the number of people involved is close to our total Valley membership
and yet they make that person purchasing a handful of tickets
a year feel just as valued as one who is there every game of the
season.
Do we, as a Valley, also treat every member as a
valued part of our organization no matter how long they
have been a member and no matter what titles or offices they
hold? I know that is our intent and the values we profess, but
I fear we may sometimes fall short in making that a reality. I
never get an invoice for my baseball ticket renewal before I get
a personal call asking me to renew and confirming that the
invoice is on its way. I am certain we could certainly do a better job of reminding members of the value of their membership prior to dues notices being sent, especially for those new
members receiving their first annual notice.

I urge every member to be a part of our commitment
to fulfill our Masonic obligation to care for our members by
reaching out to a Scottish Rite member in your Lodge and
inviting him to the next function or just tell him you are glad
to have him as a Brother. Through these small actions your
own experience will be enriched and you will play a key role
in keeping your Valley on a solid membership footing.
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'Round the Rite
Knights of
St Andrew
Spotlight on Service

Sir Knight Bruce Frazer
The KSA is proud to count Brother Bruce among our
ranks. Always a servant to his Brethren and his Valley, Bruce was
raised November 22, 2003 and is a member of Millersville Lodge 126. Bruce was
quick to become an officer in his Lodge
and served as Master in 2009 and earned
his Master Ritualist Pin that same year.
Not just active in his Lodge, Bruce has
worked hard as a member of the York
Rite, now a Past Commander of H E
Lackey Commandery #67.
Bruce has been a devoted and active
Knight. Working and helping out at
many Valley events as much as he can, he enjoys acting in our
degrees. He sets a great example of service in his many Masonic
interests. In his spare time, Brother Bruce enjoys playing guitar
and competitive pistol shooting.
When you see Bruce around the Rite, make sure you
thank him for his efforts!

Abbott Scholarships Announced
The Indianapolis Valley Scholarship Committee has
announced winners of college scholarships for 2012. Funds from
the Supreme Council Abbott Scholarship program, along with
matching funds from the Scottish Rite of Indianapolis Foundation, Inc. brings the total to $30,000 in awards. Scholarships
are available to members of the Indianapolis Valley, children of
members or members of Masonic youth groups. Applications
for 2013 school year are available by calling the Valley office or
download at www.scottishritenmj.org .
.
ABBOTT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2012
Whitley D Fallis - Marian University
Nicholas W French-Seats - Rose Hulman Inst of Technology
Joseph B Hancock - Indiana University

Tanner R Long - University of Southern Indiana
Laura B Luther - Butler University
Beth A May - Ivy Tech College
Kasey M Mock -Ball State University
William D McCartney - IUPUI
Marshall A Mullins - Rose-Hulman Inst of Technology
Laura A Pauls - Mt. Mercy University
Asa W Sipe - Butler University
Christine L Skaggs - Marian University
Andrew J M Stewart - Indiana University
Robyn L Sturgeon - Purdue University
Jacquelyn R Spears - Purdue University
Julia A Thorpe - Anderson University
Jacob A Wade - Butler University
Kristyn M Watts - Butler University
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Brindle, Klepper, Lewis, & Murphy Honored at Annual Dinner

Four Valley Officers 'Retire' from Active Duty
Brian C Lewis

the Indianapolis Valley. He has also served on the membership
committee and as family life chairman. It is therefore with great
thanks and consideration for the hard
work and constant effort that you have
imposed in your leadership, and placed
in the mind set of the officers who will
succeed you, that we pause to give you
the recognition so justly merited.

by Michael J Smith, Sovereign
Prince
Brian C Lewis, mere words
cannot begin to express our admiration and appreciation for the job
which you have done as a Saraiah
Council officer, and as Sovereign
Prince. You have not only given of
your time, labor, and substance, but
much greater then all of that, you gave
with a cheerful heart.
Through the years Brian has
served in various leadership roles in
Masonry where he learned and was
able to create a skill set that he exemplified well as a presiding officer of

Outgoing Sovereign Prince, Brian Lewis, along
with his proud parents, Linda & Cliff Lewis.

Timothy J Murphy
by Paul St Pierre, Commander-in-Chief
Leaders are abundant around the Scottish Rite. It is
who we are among Masons, and who we are in the community.
We have been blessed to have had
Timothy J Murphy stand out among
us over the past year, leading the Indiana Consistory as our Commander-inChief.
Tim has demonstrated the
importance of working with others
to move forward collectively. He has
strived to not just empower others to
work harder, but smarter. This entrepreneurial spirit has been infectious to
not just his fellow Consistory officers,
but also to the leadership of our other
officer lines. This effective, yet subtle
leadership skill will continue inspire
the Scottish Rite in many ways well
into the future.

As you complete your journey
through our sacred realm, we wish you
the very best in all of your endeavors,
and we trust to find you frequently at
our meetings and events informing the
new officers, “that’s not the way I did it
when I was Sovereign Prince." With
kind thoughts and high esteem, we
again thank you for a job well done,
good and faithful servant.

leaders who work most effectively, it seems to me, never say “I.”
And that’s not because they have trained themselves not to say
“I.” They don’t think “I.” They think “we”; they think “team.”
They understand their job to be to make the team function.
They accept responsibility and don’t sidestep it, but “we” gets
the credit…. This is what creates trust, what enables you to get
the task done.” Nothing epitomizes
Tim more than this quote. We can
only move forward from the actions of
the group, not one person. To Tim, a
plaque on the wall is nothing other than
a reminder of how “we” achieved. It is a
very admirable and selfless trait that all
of us should keep in mind in all that we
do.

Putting the right people in the right
places to help us grow is a trait best
exemplified in his favorite leader, former
President Ronald Reagan. Reagan said,
“Surround yourself with the best people
Leslie and Tim Murphy enjoy the evening with
you can find, delegate authority, and
Scott Schuster who appointed Tim in 2006.
don't interfere as long as the policy
you've decided upon is being carried
out.” Tim taking this approach has
Our Commander-in-Chief has been a “we” kind of
been successful here in our Valley, as well in his business life.
leader. As Peter Drucker has written in many of his books, “the
		
MURPHY . . . continued on Page 11
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Nathan C Brindle
by Curtis E Shirley, Thrice Potent Master
Brother Nathan Brindle served as Thrice Potent Master
for only a year, but has led our Valley since 2006. Rare to see Nathan without his lovely wife, Sally,
who deserves much credit for
countless hours of support. They
have exemplified how much each
family means to our Fraternity.

building. Not so nice to help with the upkeep. Nice to take
charge of the largest Scottish Rite Valley in the world. Not so
nice when you get lots of emails and phone calls critical of the
tough decisions. The only place more challenging than the Valley’s executive committee would be the Masonic Lodge building’s
Temple Board ... Wait a minute,
he’s helping there, too.

During Nathan’s tenure
our Valley expanded in ritual
work, saw stated meetings with
record attendance, made budget,
increased our calendar of activities
and offerings, and forged a new
relationship with the Learning
Center which will continue for
many years.
Chairing the executive
committee is no small task. It’s
nice to meet in an $80,000,000

Nathan Brindle is flanked by his wife, Sally, and his
Scottish Rite father, Roger Van Gorden,

Michael W Klepper
by Randy L Seipel, MSA, Most Wise Master
Recently, my good friend and Brother, Michael Klepper, completed his two year term as Most Wise Master of the Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix.
He will continue to serve the Valley
and the Rose Croix, however, as I
have had the pleasure to appoint
him as our Orator. The journey
through the Rose Croix line is a
rewarding and challenging experience that Brother Mike met with
grace enthusiasm and brotherly
love.
Because the journey is a
long one, the officers can experience several life changes during this
time. Some changes are planned
and some come unexpectedly.
During Mike’s tenure as Most
Wise Master, he had the exciting opportunity to have a career
change which left him with several
challenges for him and his fam-

Nearly every fraternity and
not-for-profit entity struggles at
times with membership, message, and money. Never enough.
Thankfully, our Fraternity has not
struggled with problems in leadership. We can’t seem to recall a
single issue Brother Nathan failed
to address, or a single problem
he failed to fix. If anything, too
often we age out Brothers just
when they’re hitting their stride.
And so it goes with Nathan.
We’ll miss him holding the gavel.
We hope not to miss his and Sally’s
shining smiles and warm embrace.

ily. Travel and long hours of work were the norm. Throughout
Brother Mike remained dedicated to the craft and when unable
to attend a function or meeting he always made sure one of his
officers was present to fulfill the task at hand. As Most Wise
Master, Mike has always been supportive to his officers and always willing to assist in any way
possible and has served as a great
sounding board and mentor.

Mike Klepper stands proudly between his wife,
Michelle, and his daughter at the annual dinner.

Mike's leadership, vision,
and good nature has been a
credit to the Rose Croix and the
Indianapolis Valley in general.
He was the catalyst behind the
Order of the Patron Knights
Membership Development
model. Mike is a great ritualist,
a great friend, and a great Scottish Rite Mason. His leadership and skills will be missed;
however, I am sure he will still
be seen around the Valley serving
where and when he can.
We wish Mike and his family the best in his future endeavors.
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Rodney A Mann, 33°

Rodney was raised a Master Mason in Fellowship
Lodge No 106 in New Paris, OH and later became a member
of Farmers Lodge No 147, of which he is a Past Master. He
joined Indianapolis Valley in April 1992 and served as Thrice
Potent Master of Adoniram Lodge of Perfection in 2003-04. He
received his 33rd degree in 2005.
Our Brother has also been active in
York Rite and was Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Indiana
in 2006-07. Active in the Grand
Lodge of Indiana, Rodney was
appointed to the progressive line
as Junior Grand Deacon in May of
this year.

by Jeff Saunders, 33° - Executive Director
The right person at the right time is an apt description
for Ill Rodney A Mann, 33° who recently completed three 2-year
terms as Valley Treasurer, the maximum allowed under our Rules and
Regulations. Our Brother has been
an outstanding steward of the Valley
finances delivering balanced budgets
and sound financial management during a period when dues from declining
membership needed to be balanced
with reduced operating expenses. Illustrious Brother Mann has been the
driving force in implementing more
efficient and modern practices to reRodney received a Bachduce expenses in the areas of building
elors Degree from Miami of Ohio
operations as well as administration.
and has two Masters degrees
He always found time to give of his
including an MBA from Indiana
expertise to the Valley leadership even Rodney poses proudly with wife Malia and daughter
University. He and his wife,
Elizabeth. Rodney also served in the Lodge Line from Malia, have one daughter. The
while running his own accounting
1999 to 2004.
firm. His dedication to the Scottish
members of the Valley extend a
Rite was evident in this commitment and Thrice Potent Master.
hearty 'thank-you' to this Brother for a job well done.

S Randal Schutz, 33°
by Ill Dennis D Sheets, 33° - Trustee
On Friday May 4, 2012, the Illustrious S Randall
Schutz, 33°, was recognized for his six years of service as Trustee
for the Valley of Indianapolis having
first been elected in 2006. He served
the final two years as Chairman and
responsible to facilitate the meetings
with the other three trustees, secretary and treasurer. The duties of this
group are to conduct the financial
business of the valley and maintain
the real estate owned by the valley.
Randy also served during
this time frame as a board member
and Chairman during these past two
years of the Indianapolis Cathedral
Foundation, which is the endowment for maintaining our beautiful
Cathedral, along with the Indianapolis Foundation, which is the
Philanthropic arm of the Valley.

contract with the 32nd Dyslexia Center, restructuring our investments, and the initiating a long range strategy group to help
guarantee the longevity of our beloved cathedral building.
Randy is a 1983 graduate of Purdue University and currently sole proprietor of Westwood
Enterprises, which is a general construction company operating in the
Indianapolis area. He, and his lovely
wife Theresa, reside in the New Palestine area just east of Indianapolis.

Theresa joined Randy for Awards Night as they
celebrated the completion of another office. Randy
also served in the Lodge Line from 2001 to 2006.

Some of the more
dominant items handled during Randy’s six years include the
new LED lighting system, upgrading the HVAC system, a new

Randy has been very active in the Masonic movement and
notably served as Worshipful Master
of New Palestine Lodge No 404 in
2001. He has served as head of all
three York Rite bodies in Greenfield.
Randy also was Thrice Potent Master
of our Scottish Rite Valley in 20052006. He received his 33rd degree
in 2007.

Randy’s expertise in
construction helped to save the
Indianapolis Valley hundreds of
thousands of dollars in construction contracts over the past six
years. 			
SCHUTZ . . . continued on Page 11
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New Leaders Assume Top Spots

Michael J Smith
Curtis W Shirley
Randolph A Seipel

Paul C St Pierre

Now that we have properly thanked the outgoing Treasurer, Trustee, and Presiding Officers on the previous pages, we are pleased
to invite you to meet your newly installed Presiding Officers for 2012-2013. Each new Presiding Officer has appointed a brother
to become an officer in their progressive line and are introduced on pages 10 and 14.
Curtis E Shirley,
our new Thrice
Potent Master, is
a Past Master of Mystic Tie
Lodge 398. It has been my
pleasure to serve with Curtis
over the past five years. He
is a great ritualist and this is
reflected in his performances
in various degrees. His ability
to prepare a part on short notice is undoubtedly due to his
long experience arguing cases
as an attorney in the practice
of estate and other business
litigation. He and his firm are
nationally recognized as being
among the best in the field,
leading to other, larger firms
calling on his acumen as an
SHIRLEY ... continued Page 8

It was an honor and
a privilege to see
Randolph L Seipel
elected and installed as Most
Wise Master of the Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix
on May 2, 2012. Randy
was born in Anderson, IN in
1966. Randy graduated from
Highland High School in
1984 and Vincennes University in 1988 with a degree in
Law Enforcement.
Randy is a very active mason who was raised in
Temple Lodge No 47 in Greencastle in 1996 and served in
the progressive line until his
election as Worshipful Master
SEIPEL... continued on Page 8

Michael J Smith
was installed as
Sovereign Prince
of Saraiah Council Princes of
Jerusalem at our Annual Meeting in May. He is employed
by Daimler-Chrysler in Kokomo where he is a refrigeration
mechanic. He and his wife
Annette have two children
Breanne and Cody. It’s been
my pleasure to serve with
Mike in numerous Masonic
Bodies. I first met Mike was
after his Father recommended
him to me as someone we
wanted to get involved in the
young Shriners Unit at Murat.
This will be at least the fourth
time Mike has followed me
SMITH... continued on Page 8

The 2012-13 Indiana Consistory is
pleased and proud
to be under the
leadership of our newly-installed Commander-in-Chief,
Paul C St Pierre.
We are fortunate to
have someone with Paul’s leadership pedigree, for experience
on other Boards and Executive Committees is critical to
well-rounded governance
knowledge; and Paul certainly
brings that to his new position
as Commander. For example,
in addition to being a leader
in his business, the Wilson-St
Pierre Funeral Service and
ST PIERRE continued Page 12

Page 8
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Valley Installs Well-Rounded Leaders
SHIRLEY . . . continued from page 7
expert witness and to court appointments
as special administrator in certain cases.
He received his J D with honors from
the Indiana University School of Law in
1991, following the reception of a Master
of Music degree from IU in 1985, and a
Bachelor of Music Education from the
University of Evansville in 1983.
Curtis is also a
teacher of law and taught
for three years prior to
attending law school and
continuing for many years
to teach the law of estate
litigation and inheritance
disputes. He is adjunct
professor of law at Indiana
University.
In his personal
life, Curtis is married to
his lovely wife Aimee,
with whom he has four
young children.

Ill George R Jackson, 33°, and to come
together in an hour of unity and prayer.

Lodge #714 in 2004 and has presided over
a number of organizations including the
Eastern Star, Murat NexGen, Murat Cast,
Order of the Q, Sword of Bunker Hill,
and probably a couple more that I don’t
remember.

It is my great hope that Curtis
will serve the Valley well as your latest
Thrice Potent Master. Congratulations,
Curtis, on your advancement, and all best
wishes for your year.
~~Nathan Brindle,
In April, Mike was advanced
Past Thrice Potent Master
to Grand Conductor of Council for the
Grand Council of Cryptic
Mason and in May was
installed as Grand Steward
and Tyler for the Grand
Lodge. Throughout the
years, the Indianapolis
Valley has had a number
of hard working Masons
among our ranks and serving as Officers. I’m sure
Mike will be numbered
among those and I look
forward to his time presiding over the Council and
serving on the Executive
Committee for the Indianapolis Valley.
~~ Brian Lewis, Past Sovereign Prince

Curtis is involved in the Indianapolis
community, as a member
of the Indianapolis Legal
Aid Society since 1993,
Finding themselves at the altar of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, Curtis ShirSEIPEL . . . continued
and as a director of the
ley, Mike Smith, Randy Seipel, and Paul St Pierre bring a wealth of
from page 7
Indianapolis Legal Aid
talent and dedication to lead this year's officers of the Valley.
in 2002-2003. Randy
Foundation. He has also
Joined the Scottish Rite
been volunteered his
in 1998 and became active in the Chorus.
time with several legal advice associations. SMITH . . . continued from page 7
Randy has a truly amazing singing voice
though a line because after getting inand has been a wonderful addition to the
I have discovered Curtis to be a
volved at the Shrine he heard us talking
Chorus as well as a soloist in many of our
very likeable gentleman with a deep faith
about something called the “York Rite”
degrees. Randy is also a member of the
in the Grand Architect and a great interest and proceeded to join and follow me
in Masonry in general. He is always quick through the officer lines for all three Bod- Double Eagle Quartet. Randy has been
very active in the degree casts at the valley
with a grin and a fun story, even during
ies at Prather York Rite.
and is a wonderful ritualist. Randy has
degree rehearsals, but when the lights come
also served as membership chairman for
on and the curtain goes up, his attention
Mike has been a great friend in
the past two years and has been a big part
to detail is clearly visible. Curtis suggested the nearly 10 years since we’ve met and
of developing the Patron Knight memberthe addition of a Prayer Breakfast to the
he is the epitome of what it means to be
ship program that has produced many new
Fall Convocation last year, which was a
an active Mason. Mike doesn’t just join a
great success, drawing an overflow crowd
group, he gets involved and works towards members.
SEIPEL . . . continued on Page 12
into the Truman Room of the Cathedral
making that organization better. Among
to hear the wonderful message given by
many others he was Master of Prospect

Petition for the Degrees

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.
650 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204-1214
317-262-3100 • 800-489-3579
website: www.aasr-indy.org

To the Officers and Members of The Scottish Rite, Valley of Indianapolis

Date _______________

I, __________________________________________,(Print name in Full) respectfully show that I am desirous of being
admitted as a member of your honorable body, and humbly request that I may be received among you, and I will ever pray for the
prosperity and glory of the Fraternity and the welfare of the brethren. In making this application, I promise on my word of honor that
should I be elected and become a member of your honorable Body, I subscribe to the following Oath of Fealty:
“I, the undersigned, do hereby promise on my word of honor, and swear true faith, allegiance, and fealty to the Supreme Council
of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third and Last Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States of America, sitting at its Grand East in the town of Lexington, Massachusetts, and will
support and abide by its Constitutions, Orders and Decrees. “That I will hold allegiance to the said Supreme Council and be loyal thereto,
as the supreme authority of the Rite; will hold illegal and spurious every other Body that may be established within its Jurisdiction,
claiming to be a Supreme Council to which said Supreme Council has not extended due recognition as such; and every other Body of said
Rite within the same Jurisdiction that does not hold its powers from said Supreme Council, or from a Supreme Council recognized by it,
and will hold no communication whatever in Scottish Rite Masonry with any member of the same nor allow him to visit any Body of the
Rite of which I may be a member; and I will dispense justice to my brethren according to the laws of equity and honor. “And should I
violate, this, my solemn vow and pledge, I consent to be expelled from Scottish Rite Masonry, and all rights therein and in any Body of the
Rite, and to be denounced to every Body of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in the world as a traitor and forsworn.
“And may God aid me to keep and perform the same. Amen.’’

EACH QUESTION MUST BE ANSWERED IN FULL
(Please PRINT or TYPE)

When born ______________________________ Place of Birth ______________________________, ________________
Month, Day, Year

City

State

Resides at ______________________________________, _____________________, _________________, _________
Street

City

State

ZIP Code

I have resided in the State of Indiana __________ Year(s), and in this County _____________ Months / Years (Circle One)
Occupation _________________________________________________________________________________________
Give Details

Firm Name _______________________________ Business Address ___________________________________________
I have never before petitioned for the degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.
I am now a member of _____________________ Lodge No. _____F. & A.M. located at ___________________________
Please attach a copy of your current lodge dues

City

Attention Petitioner: Please Complete the information below:
The Rules and Regulations provide A petition for the degrees shall be
signed by the applicant s own hand, and by one member of The Scottish
Rite, Valley of Indianapolis, who shall certify to his personal acquaintance
with the petitioner and his qualifications for membership.

Recommended by: (Please PRINT or TYPE)
____________________________Rite No.____________

I have personally read the foregoing petition and, in testimony of my full
understanding thereof, have with my own hand affixed my signature thereto.

Signed:________________________________________
First

Middle

Initials are NOT sufficient

Last

MAILING ADDRESS

Print Name:________________________________________

Resident of _______________________________County

Street: ____________________________________________
City: ________________________State____ZIP__________

I am “Bringing a Buddy”, his name is:

Home Phone: _________________Cell: _________________

_______________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________
Spouse’s Name: ____________________________________

Qualifications and Requirements
for Membership
An applicant for the Degrees must be . . .
A Master Mason, 18 years of age or older, in
good standing in a regular Symbolic Lodge,
recognized by the Grand Lodge Free and
Accepted Masons of the State of Indiana.
A resident of the State of Indiana for one year
and within the jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite
Bodies of Indianapolis, IN for 6 months.
Applicant must be recommended by at least one
member of the Scottish Rite Bodies of
Indianapolis, IN, who is in good standing and
personally acquainted with the applicant.
Applicant must present themselves to receive the
degrees within two (2) years from the date this
application is received.

Scottish Rite . . .

Lessons for Life in 32 Degrees
Family Activities:
Holiday Events for the Entire Family
Concerts
Purdue Glee Club
Plays/Entertainment
Children’s Parties
Parades
And . . . Much More

These benefits are available to all
32° Masons

No.___________
Shaded area for office use only.

“Valley Visa”
Upon receipt of petition and payment of
$150.00, petitioner will receive a temporary
Membership Card or “Valley Visa” entitling
said petitioner to all the rights and privileges of
membership except attending tiled meetings of
the Valley.
For only:

Join Rite Now

$150.00

□ Master Card

Entire amount must accompany petition.

□ VISA

No. _______________________________________
Exp. Date __________________________________
Cardholder Name:
___________________________________________

Make check payable to: Scottish Rite.

An Invitation . . .

to become a 32° Mason

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
Valley of Indianapolis
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.

650 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Website: www.aasr-indy.org

Indianapolis Valley
Information

Local Phone . . . . . . . . . . . .317-262-3100

Toll Free . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-489-3579

Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .317-262-3124

Additional information and downloadable
petitions may be found at:

www.aasr-indy.org
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Tom's Membership Corner
The Fraternity of Choice
On many occasions, I have had the honor of hearing
the Sovereign Grand Commander speak, and more than once I
have heard him say, “I
did not take an obligation to a building, or
a charity. I promised
to help my fellow Bothers
and their families…the
Scottish Rite is, first and
foremost, a Fraternity.”

Tom Fallis, 33°
Membership Director

		
In reflecting
on this statement, I
have come to the conclusion that I am truly blessed by being
a member of the Scottish Rite and
what an honor it is for me to have
the opportunity to spread the word
on what the Scottish Rite is all about.

With very few exceptions, my closest and dearest
friends are the Brothers that I have met because of my member-

ship in the Valley of Indianapolis. Sure, I have friends at my
local Lodge, but nothing can compare to the friendships that
are made through the social interactions afforded to us by the
activities at our Valley. When you add in the family aspect
of all of our offerings, it is easy to realize that we are
one big family.
		
We may be General Contractors, Police Officers, Union Representatives, and Realtors, but we are more
than that; we are Family. We all have
joys, sorrows, good times, and bad times,
but we are comforted in the fact that we
are there for each other no matter what
the hour is or where we are. We are truly
a fraternity and the love that we have for
each other is second to none.
		
Supreme Council has urged us to use
the phrase, “Scottish Rite, the Fraternity of Choice.”
If you ask me, though, it is not a choice. I wouldn’t have it any
other way.

District Degree Day
Sat, June 16 • 10 am

North Vernon Lodge No 59 • 3815 N St Hwy 7

SCHUTZ . . . continued from Page 6
Thankfully, Randy has agreed to stay on as part of our
Cathedral legacy by volunteering to work on our Cathedral
Building Committee. Although he has completed his term as
trustee, I am sure you will still see his active participation continue at the Cathedral.
Please extend your hand in gratitude and sincere thanks
the next time you see Randy for all his hard work at the Cathedral. We wish him and Theresa good will in the future. He will
be greatly missed by all.

MURPHY . . . continued from Page 4
Many that don’t know Tim should realize that he is well
known in many parts of the globe for leading associations, so his
time he has placed over the past year is nothing more than his
love of our fraternity.
We, as a Valley, should be very proud that we have had
someone so inspirational and motivating that continues to keep
Scottish Rite Masonry a central focal point in his life. There is no
doubt that his service has not ended with his term as Commander-in-Chief, but truly has just begun.

Page 12
SEIPEL .. . continued from Page 8
Randy is an active member and
past Patron of the Greencastle Chapter
OES # 255 as well as a member of the
Greencastle York Rite Bodies. Randy is a
member of the Royal Order of Scotland
and Murat Shrine. Randy is an Area
Representative for the Grand Lodge of
Indiana.
Randy became an officer for
the Greencastle Police Department upon
graduation from Vincennes and in the
past 24 years has advanced to the position
of Detective Captain. Randy resides in
Greencastle, IN with his son, Jess, who
he had the pleasure of raising in Temple
Lodge # 47 this year. Randy is also
the owner and operator of Club 103.
BONG!
~~ Mike Klepper, Past Most
Wise Master
ST PIERRE. . . continued from page 7
Crematory, he serves and has served on
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many Board of Directors in the community, is the immediate Past President of
the Indiana Funeral Directors Association
and serves as a governor-appointed member of the Indiana State Board of Funeral
and Cemetery Service, of which he is Vice
Chairman.
Leadership, however, is a far
more intricate skill-set than helping to
guide boards and volunteers; it requires a
leader who deeply values the Fraternity,
and his fellow officers, and Brethren.
Anyone who has interacted with
Paul, from fellow degree cast members to
committee members, appreciates his humor and sense of fraternal fun. It is this
unique combination of attributes that will
make all his fellow Valley officers enjoy
their leadership roles as well.
Time is the most valuable commodity of any volunteer, especially when

it comes to the Fraternity. As you know,
Masonry can pull a brother in a hundred
different directions, but, Paul gives freely
of his time and talent, making all our
Scottish Rite experiences richer.
In addition to the other responsibilities of an officer that most Brethren
never see, Paul has been most visible in
several dramatic roles on the stage for
degree presentations; from portraying
Constans/Knight Aspirant in the 32nd,
to his most popular role, the Marquis
de Lafayette in the world-famous 20th
Degree. As such, Paul’s dedication to the
Valley, as well as the Consistory, illustrates
strongly his love for the Valley, and his
sense of caring for its well-being.
Fraternal stewardship seems to
run in the St Pierre family. While I have
certainly been fortunate to have worked
with Paul the past 6 years as a fellow
ST PIERRE . . . continued on Page 16

"A Word With You"

The Glory of the Grand Architect
by Randy L Seipel, MSA
Most Wise Master
To the Glory of the Grand
Architect of the Universe….the first time
I heard those words spoken together, I
was a candidate joining the Indianapolis
Valley of the Scottish Rite n 1998. They
were spoken by an Officer of the Valley in
a strong resonant tone. It sent a chill up
my spine and set the tone for my Scottish
Rite experience. Little did I know that I
would be given the opportunity to serve
the Valley of Indianapolis as your Most
Wise Master and that I will have the same
opportunity to speak these words to new
candidates starting their Scottish Rite
journey.
These words to me thrill the
mind with a challenge. Not only that
our degrees are for his glory, but also our

works in our families, our workplaces, our
places of worship and in our Fraternity.
What a challenge to all things
to the Glory of God. How many missteps
could we each have avoided in life if we
were to pause before our actions and reflect? Is what I am about to do at this moment going to bring glory to God? How
much more blessed would our endeavors
be if each were spoken and dedicated to
the Glory of God?
As we continue to build the
Temple in the Heart of man are we designing it with the glory of God in mind?
Is our spiritual Temple as grand and
glorious as our beautiful Cathedral? Or is
it just plain building haphazardly thrown
together? Tough and challenging questions to ponder.

I know that when I am at the
Scottish Rite, whether it be for Chorus
practice, stated meeting, Convocation or
one of the numerous other activities, I am
blessed to be in the presence of the greatest Men I know. Men, my brothers who
put the Glory of God in there lives and
are willing to share it with there Brothers.
Men from different backgrounds, professions, races and creeds who are not afraid
to tell their Brother that they love him
and mean. If that is not bringing Glory to
God I guess I don’t know what is.
I hope that if you have not
visited your Valley and your Brothers for
awhile you will take the time and effort to
reinvigorate your Scottish Rite experience.
To the Glory of the Grand Architect of
the Universe…
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New Appointments Keep Us Fresh

Ed Christy
Robb Spears
Edward Scott Christy, Jr is
the new appointment to the
Council line and is a 1980
graduate of Evansville Central
High School and continued his education
at Indiana State University in Terre Haute
where he obtained a BS degree from the
School of Technology.
He is a veteran of the Persian
Gulf War (1991) where he served in a
Marine Corps rifle company. He and
Lori married in 1995 and they have two
children ages 15 and 13. He is currently employed by Advantis Medical in
Greenwood where he is a Project Manager
involved with the design and manufacture
of delivery systems for orthopedic instruments and implants. His hobbies included
distance running (eight marathons) and
playing the bagpipes.
Ed was raised in Constellation
Lodge 748, in Evansville and later transferred to Pleasant Lodge 134, where he
served as Worshipful Master in 2010.
Ed affiliated with the Valley in
2006 and has participated in the 16th

Eric Vermeulen

degree and played bag pipes for the 32nd
degree. He has also been active with the
Family Life Committee.
Robert G "Robb" Spears is a
Financial Management Analyst
for the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service. Originally from a suburb of Detroit, Michigan,
Robb enlisted in the United States Air
Force in July 1984. Prior to retirement in
August 2004, Robb enjoyed assignments
at Bitburg, Germany; Dayton Ohio;
Lajes, Azores; Little Rock, Arkansas; and
Indianapolis.

The Valley is pleased to introduce Eric Vermeulen as the
appointment of Captain of
the Guard for the Indianapolis
Chapter Rose of Croix. Eric, and his wife
Andrea, have three sons who keep them
busy by being involved in various sporting
activities and DeMolay.
The Vermeulen family lives in
Brownsburg. Eric is a graduate of Indiana
University and IU School of Law. He is
employed with an International Nursing
Honor Society based out of IUPUI.

Robb earned a B A in Accounting from Northwood University and is
currently pursuing an M B A from Indiana Wesleyan University.

As a young man, Eric was actively involved in the Order of DeMolay.
He is currently a chapter advisor for
Speedway Chapter of DeMolay. He is a
Past Master of Frank S Land Lodge.

Robb was raised a Master Mason
in March 2009, joined the Indianapolis
Valley during the fall class of November
2010, and is currently serving as the
Senior Warden for Mystic Tie Lodge
No 398. Robb is married to the former
Julie Pender (Detroit) and they have one
daughter, Jacqueline.

Eric's mix of experience and
youthfulness will bring an excitement to
the Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix.
Eric is a fine ritualist and has a good natured demeanor and is equally excited to
serve the Indianapolis Valley and the Rose
Croix.
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Campaign for the Cathedral
Our fiscal year ended April 30, 2012
and we want to take this opportunity to thank all
of our loyal donors for their gifts and donations
this past year.
Thanks to your personal generosity the
Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation
in cooperation with the Indianapolis Scottish
Rite Valley was able to make several structural
improvements to our magnificent building.

Mark Dill
Director of Major
Gifts

The ceiling around the Ballroom balcony was scraped and repainted, stairwells were repainted, carpeting was replaced on the mezzanine
by the Double Eagle café, carpeting was replaced
in the Hall of Honor, steam condensation pumps
were replaced to help lower our heating expense,

new controls were installed on radiators and thermostats, new ramp doors were installed, the organ in the
theatre was repaired, the Ballroom floor was stripped
and waxed, and we’ve started to replace all light bulbs
and fixtures with more energy efficient LED lighting.
We also want to thank our Building and
Grounds Committee for their service. This group of
men meets monthly to determine what needs to be
repaired and what would most improve our operating
efficiency. Their dedication and prudent decisions to
maintaining and preserving this beautiful Cathedral
for future generations to enjoy are truly appreciated.
However, their hard work would not be possible if not
for your personal gifts and donations, so again, thank
you for your continuing support to the Indianapolis
Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation.

Enjoy fixed payments for life with a Scottish Rite Cathedral Foundation Charitable Gift Annuity.
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200 YEARS OF

BROTHERHOOD
Help someone you know unlock the Journey into
Scottish Rite Freemasonry

and be eligible to win a 14-day Holland America Cruise for two to

ALASKA
Effective 1/1/2012 thru 12/31/2013 - contact your Valley Secretary for details or visit www.ScottishRiteNMJ.org
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'Round the "Rite"
Scottish Rite Foundation Helps
IU Fight Bone Disease

ST PIERRE . . . continued from Page 12
officer, I have also enjoyed common
leadership experiences with his father,
Past Commander Michael R St Pierre, as
well as his uncle Steven R St Pierre. How
fitting and exciting it is to enjoy the next
generation with Paul as our new Commander.
The Valley is indeed in good
hands with the addition of Paul to the Executive Committee as he serves all of us as
Commander-in-Chief. And I, for one, am
looking forward to a terrific year, as well as
a lot of fraternal fun!
~~ Tim Murphy, Past Commander-in-Chief

Paul Sandin
Front row (l - r): Dr David Crabb, Chairman of the Dept of Medicine; Dr D Craig
Brater, Dean of the IU School of Medicine (to receive his 33rd this August); Jeffrey
K Saunders, 33°, President of the Scottish Rite Foundation; Dr Michael Econs, 33°,
Professor of Medicine. Back Row: members of the Scottish Rite Foundation: Rodney
A Mann, 33°; Dennis D Sheets, 33°; Gary W Lewis, 33°; S Randal Schutz, 33°;
and, Robert G James, 33°.
The relationship with Indiana
University began in 1968 with the help of
Dr B L Martz, who was a member of the
Scottish Rite and a professor of medicine.
Contributions came from the general
funds of the Scottish Rite in the beginning and in 1976 we formed the Scottish
Rite of Indianapolis Foundation, Inc as a
charitable foundation to allow members
to make tax deductible contribution to
support charitable endeavors.
In 1991, the Foundation
received a large gift from the estate of
James B Glanton with a stipulation that

the proceeds from the funds be used
to further “research conducted by the
Indiana University School of Medicine
or such other highly respected medical
science institution in memory of Lorraine
Glanton” - his wife.
The Scottish Rite of Indianapolis
Foundation has made contributions each
year since 1968 (45 consecutive years
of gifts) and by our records, these total
$2,399,000 through the most recent gift
of $75,000 to further research in the area
of bone disease that was made in March
2012.

You may have noticed that there
is no announcement of a new appointment to the Consistory Line on page
13. That is due to
the untimely death of
Worshipful Brother
Paul J Sandin, PM of
Mystic Tie Lodge No
398. Brother Paul
was asked, and had
accepted, the appointment from incoming
Commander-in-Chief Paul St Pierre when
he suddenly took ill and was called by the
Grand Architect at the age of 62.
Many of you may have known
Paul who was the Herald (in red tights)
in the 31st Degree. He recently played
one of the judges in the 30th degree that
was portrayed after the April stated meeting. Paul fell sick the next morning and
passed the next day.
As a beloved Communications
professor, more than 350 students and
brethren turned out for his memorial
service on the Butler campus. Please keep
Laura and Erin in your prayers .
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'Round the "Rite"
Cathedral WI-FI
A wireless network has now been established throughout the Cathedral for use by groups using the facility but also by
members who are attending a fraternal function. Receivers are
available on each floor and this is a secured network, but members may request a log-in and password from the office. Use your
Scottish Rite as a place to gather and now have the convenience
of WIFI internet connections.

Order your Personalized
32º or 33º Name Badge
$5 from each sale will go to
support the Children's
Dyslexia Center

$25
Print your Name here as you want it to
appear on your Badge:

Name Badge sale sponsored by:
Indianapolis Order of
“The Knights of Saint Andrew”
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery
Make checks payable to KSA

Address:__________________________
City :_____________________________
State: _____
Zip: _________

Phone: _______________
E-Mail: _____________________
Send this coupon to:
7859 Scarborough Blvd S Dr, Indianapolis, IN. 46256

Three generations of ladies
take a moment
to record their
fun at the
Ladies Tea last
month.

About the Cover

More than 380 grandmothers, mothers, and
daughters converged on the Indianapolis Valley on Saturday,
May 12, to attend the fifth annual Ladies Annual Tea and
Fashion Show to help raise funds for the Valley's Children's
Dyslexia Center. More than $14,000 was raised for our
Center through the Tea and Silent Auction. On this issue's cover is one of the 47 tables which was hosted by Lisa
Hanna (red dress) and who was joined by (clockwise) Betty
St Pierre, Barb Lewis, Margaret Cinotto, Sally Jo Elliott,
Vicki Franklin, Joyce Crosley, and Suzanne Hancock.

Volunteer Tour Guides
Needed at Valley

Always one of the most active groups in the membership, the Tour Committee logged nearly 1,300 volunteer hours
in 2011 providing tours of our historic Cathedral. Tour Chairman John C Schwegman reported that over 3,500 visitors were
escorted including guests from 42 states and 29 foreign countries. A special treat this year was hosting three grandchildren of
the Cathedral architect, Ill George Schreiber, 33°.
This dedicated group is always looking for more members to their committee. They are an enthusiastic group who
love to show their pride in our Scottish Rite Cathedral. Tours
are available 10 am to 2 pm, Monday through Friday and the
third Saturday of each month. Contact the Valley office if you
would like more information on becoming a Tour Guide.

The cast and crew of "Rumors" paused to capture a photograph after presenting their fifth show of their two week run
ending on March 17. All but two of the men shown are members of the Indianapolis Valley.
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Coming "Rite" Up

Summer Meeting Geared for Families
With the theme of Scottish Rite Friends, Family and
Fun, the 145th annual Council of Deliberation Meeting
will be held in French Lick on June 28-30. Every
Scottish Rite Mason in Indiana is invited to
attend this gathering and join with each
other for a great weekend. Information is
being mailed to every member and is also
available on the new Indiana Scottish
Rite website (www.aasr-in.org) and the
schedule includes golf, trap and skeet
shoot, and numerous resort activities
from swimming, bowling, horseback riding
and carriage rides to trying your luck at the
French Lick Casino. The Scottish Rite has arranged for discount one one-day or two-day passes
to nearby Holiday World and Splashin’ Safari and there

are even free boat trips on Lake Patoka. The resort’s Kidsfest provides an opportunity for kids to have activities while you enjoy
adult activities.
The annual meeting of the members of the Council
of Deliberation will occur on Saturday and after
a luncheon with a keynote speaker, the Valley of
Terre Haute will demonstrate the newly proposed
32nd degree for members. Saturday evening
wraps up with the annual banquet and presentation of the Meritorious Service Awards and
red hats to very deserving brethren from the five
Indiana Valleys.
Bring your family and join us in French Lick for an inspirational and enjoyable meeting.

BBQ, Fireworks & Fun
For the tenth consecutive year,
the Indianapolis Valley will host a
fabulous 4th of July Celebration Party on
Monday, July 4 at 6:30 pm in beautiful
downtown Indianapolis. This unique
event has grown into a wonderful gettogether for Rite members, their families,
and specially invited guests.
The day starts with a $10 (adults)
$5 (children) cook-out inside the Cathedral at 6:30 pm. This scrumptious feast
is provided by the Knights of St Andrew
that includes the typical fixin's found at
any BBQ during this time of the year.
The Knights of St Andrew is a group of
more than 100 brothers who help to
raise funds for the 32° Children's Learning Center.

After the meal, many members
then await the coming darkness and
fireworks display by setting up lounge
chairs, ice chests filled with their favorite beverages, and blankets spread on
the ground in family circles reminiscent
of gathering around a fire on a camping
trip and then spend a relaxing time
catching up with friends in a casual atmosphere. It's fun to see kids of all ages
frolic by throwing frisbees, lighting
sparklers, and tossing footballs.
The main event begins promptly
at 10 pm and never disappoints. Every
year thousands flood downtown for this
dazzling display of fireworks, and you
can enjoy this private party inside our
securely-fenced west parking lot.
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Summer 2012 Events

District
Degree Day
Saturday
Sept 15 • 10 am

Crawfordsville

Stated Meeting Degrees
Mark your calendar now for an upcoming special stated
meeting presentation. On Wednesday, June 6th, the Valley will
portray the 23rd Degree in
honor of the anniversary of
D-Day for all of our members immediately following
the stated meeting. This
Degree is set in the WWII
era and is also known as
the Four Chaplains Degree.
We have mailed a special
invitation to all who could
be WWII veterans for a special ceremony to honor their service.
Bring your passports for authentication and once again, the
Double Eagle Café will be open for dinner at 5:30 pm.

Bean Supper: Sept 7
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Masonic Fellowship Day

Spirit of Jefferson

$20.

00

Children $10
4-12

Under 4 - FREE

Sunday Sept 30
2 pm

th

We've chartered an historic
paddlewheel steamboat with
catered buffet lunch for a
2-hour cruise on the Ohio River
Only 150 seats available &
tickets must be purchased in advance.
Every passenger must have a ticket.

For more info call 800-489-3579 or www.aasr-indy.org
Sponsored by the Indianapolis Valley Scottish Rite

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
650 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis IN 46204-1294

Through the Cathedral Window

A Bit of Valley History - Part 5
In the 20th Degree, General Israel Putnam opines that he thinks that it
would be of interest and profit to some of our younger Brethren, that an
account to be given of our military lodges. In a similar vein, I asked Fred
Kortepeter, 33° -- long-time Valley organist and Valley Historian -- to shed
some light on the Valley's past and he has graciously shared some very interesting facts about our Valley. I hope you will enjoy. ~~editor

by Fred T Kortepeter, 33° - Valley Historian
After World War I ended, four additional lots were
purchased over several years at a cost of $308,350. Thus the
Rite owned an entire half-block property. The architectural
contract with Rubush and Hunter was cancelled and it was
decided to have an open competition
for architectural plans in 1924. Eight
entries were received from various
architects, seven for 'Temples; and
one for a 'Cathedral.'
The building committee
was impressed with the idea to build
a 'Cathedral' instead of a 'Temple,'
as all of our previous buildings had
been called. So the committee went
with the plans submitted by George
Frederick Henry Schreiber (pictured),
a member of the Rite. Schreiber
immigrated to the United States at eighteen years of age in 1893
and came to the German immigrant community of Indianapolis.
Schreiber returned to his native land to study Gothic
architecture and was then hired by the Indianapolis firm of
Vonnegut and Bohn. In 1907, he became a U S citizen and a
member of Oriental Lodge No 500.
Two and a half years were spent in the design stage for
the Cathedral. The final approval of plans was given on January
10, 1927, with a limit of $2,000,000 to be spent on construc-

tion. Ground was broken on May 3, 1927 and the cornerstone
was laid on November 29. The final stone was placed in the
tower by the architect, George Schreiber, on February 26, 1929.
The first meeting in the new Cathedral was held on October
17, 1928. The dedication took place on September 20, 1929.
When all the bills were tallied, the final cost for the new Cathedral was about $3,500,000 -- and then the depression hit!
In 1931, we sold our former Pennsylvania Street property for
$192,500 and the new debt for our beloved Cathedral was not
liquidated until May 1, 1951.
Our Scottish Rite Cathedral is the largest building in
the world dedicated strictly to Freemasonry and considered by many as the finest
example of Neo-Gothic architecture, in the
United States. The main tower features a
54-bell carillon and rises 212 ft above Indianapolis. It also has a floating ballroom.
Other features are patterned ceilings,
ornate carved woodwork, and stained-glass
windows. The auditorium has 1200 seats.
It also has a large pipe organ. The Gothic
building has selected details patterned after
the Cathedral of Cologne, Germany. Three
construction workers perished during the
project, one during excavation when earth
caved in and another died of an accident on the day he was to
receive his Consistory degrees. The art glass windows in the Cathedral were executed in Germany and our carillon in the tower
was the largest in the world at the time of its installation.
In a 1996 poll, the Cathedral was the most popular
historic building in the city, and the second favorite building of
any type. In recent times it receives 100,000 visitors a year.
in 1950.

George Schreiber's funeral was held in the Cathedral

