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32° Masonic Learning Center for Children

Excellence in Education Award
Thelma Bray, a master teacher at
the 32° Masonic Learning Center, has
been named as the Shirley Luhn Steele
“Excellence in Education Award”
recipient by the Indiana Branch of the
International Dyslexia Association. This
prestigious award is presented to one
teacher each year who has demonstrated
outstanding skills in teaching children
with language learning disabilities.
Anyone who knows Thelma can
understand why she got this Award.
Thelma has been a teacher for forty years.
Many of those years were within the
parochial schools in Indianapolis. She

began as a tutor at the Masonic Learning
Center when the Center opened in 1999
and is currently one of four Master
Teachers. With that designation,
Thelma not only tutors students, she
also plays a major role in training tutors
for the Learning Center.
In addition to leading course
work for the tutor trainees, she supervises their practicum experience. Each
Learning Center tutor is required to
complete a 100-hour practicum before
they can be Scottish Rite certified.
Thelma acts as their mentor,
approves lesson plans and provides direct

supervision and feedback as they learn
and practice the required skills. Additionally, Thelma was among the first
teachers at the Hutson School, a full time
new school specifically for dyslexic
children in Indianapolis . While Thelma
sees herself as doing her job, the children,
parents and colleagues who encounter her
in the course of their education know
they are blessed by her dedication.
We congratulate Thelma on receiving
this award and thank her for her
service to our children and our
Indianapolis 32° Masonic
Learning Center.
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How to Build a Membership

Our Learning Center
Is Thriving
There are some pretty amazing things going on at 650
North Meridian Street. While we are all proud of our beautiful
Cathedral and the many member functions that take place in the
facility, I am talking about the 2,500 square feet of space on the
lower level housing the Indianapolis 32nd Degree Masonic
Learning Center for Children.
Come to the Cathedral on afternoons, Monday through
Thursday, and you will see a stream of young people come
through the door headed to their individual tutoring session.
They are not coming out of a requirement or because their parents
told them they had to – they come because they want to learn to
read. The tutoring is an interactive process and extremely hard
work. Anyone who deals with young people knows that for this
process to work takes a strong desire on behalf of the children.
Under the direction of Center Director, Martha
Robinson, 36 children are tutored one-on-one, twice a week after
regular school hours by a staff of 16 active tutors, four Master
Teachers and a number of tutor trainees. Services provided by the
Learning Centers equip children with the skills and the confidence
they need to approach learning with eagerness and without fear.
But this is just part of a larger picture of our Learning
Center program throughout the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
Did you know:
•There are 52 learning centers in 15 states with a total
annual budget of $8 million. •In 2005 our centers were staffed by
470 certified tutors, and we trained an additional 248 individuals
to become certified in the Orton-Gillingham approach. •Since
1994 when the first centers opened, over 5,000 children have been
tutored and more than 750 tutors have received certification.
•The Masonic Learning Centers for Children has received
accreditation from The International Multi sensory Structured
Language Education Council (IMSLEC), a national organization
that accredits those training programs that meet its high standards
for preparing specialists in Multi sensory Structured Language
Education. •The Children’s Learning Center program maintains active affiliations with institutions of higher education.
Affiliated schools offer course credits to persons training at our
Centers. In Indiana those affiliations are with Butler University,
Indiana University at South Bend and the University of Southern
Indiana.
It costs nearly $5,000 to tutor each child for one year.
Through your support the Learning Center maintains the
following philanthropic pledges:
•To help children with dyslexia learn to read and to
reach their full potential;
•To help their families end the

frustration, guilt, and disruption caused by dyslexia; •To help
communities by building Learning Centers to help youngsters
succeed in and out of school; and
•To fully fund this endeavor.
Throughout the year, the Learning Center organizes a
number of special events to help raise the funds necessary to
support the program. There are also countless opportunities to
participate both directly and indirectly, including volunteering for
projects. If you want to know how you can help, contact the
Center through the Valley office.
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Monthly E-Mail
Keeps you Abreast
The Indianapolis Valley continues to provide timely
and concise information about events and programs via the
electronic newsletter. If you are not receiving this information,
you should consider registering for these regular e-mail communications to provide you with information on:
•Upcoming events and programs
•Local club meetings
•Learning Center and other charities
•Projects around the Cathedral
You will also be notified when the Double Eagle is
available on the web site for viewing. This is approximately two
weeks prior to receiving it in the mail – so get your copy early.
This is information specifically for you as an Indianapolis Valley
member and would arrive at your e-mail approximately once a
month. Please send your e-mail address to list-admin@aasrindy.org and ask to be placed on the list.

�

Cathedral Foundation
Names New Rep
The Indianapolis Scottish Rite
Cathedral Foundation, Inc. has named
Ronald W Sparks, 33° as a Field
Representative. Ill Brother Sparks began
work for the Foundation in February
and will be responsible for the outreach
program of the Foundation, meeting
with members and sharing the story of
the charitable activities of the Valley,
including the preservation of the
Cathedral and the work of the 32nd
Degree Masonic Learning Center for Children.
Ron is a Past Master of Bridgeport Lodge # 162 and a
Past Sovereign Prince of the Saraiah Council, Princes of
Jerusalem. He received the 33rd degree in 1999. He and his
wife, Karen, reside in Plainfield.
The Foundation has raised over $800,000 through the
first nine months of the current fiscal year, and Ron will provide
his leadership skills to assure that this level of success continues.
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A Word With You

Faith, Hope, & Charity or LOVE
by Bill Woodruff, 33°
Past Most Wise Master

only answer was that it was an act of
of true value to his fellow man. When
One of the basic concepts of our God. It was a fact which she could only
your own house is in order then you can
get a grip on by believing it was a result
great fraternity, more especially the
step out to help place the rest of the
of God’s will. Her faith constituted her
Scottish Rite degrees, is the title of this
world in order. If you are strong then you
belief in the “things she could not see”.
article. We
can be tolerant and understanding of
To use a line from the wonderful
learn that our
others. Toleration is the base of Love.
Christmas show A Miracle on 34th
obligation in
Street, “faith is believing in
life is to our
We are taught that,
something when common
fellow man.
“God created man in his own
sense tells you not to.” With
With all of the
image.” It is not the
the way the world is today,
diversity of
physical being that is
we must have faith in God, as
man, his
referred to, rather, it is the
our Heavenly Father who loves us.
tribulations,
soul to which this passage refers; not the
Without it, I couldn't get through a day.
prejudices,
ideological or doctrinal beliefs that are
It is through Faith that I have hope for
hatreds and
referenced, rather, the soul of man.
the future of man and the world.
worst of all
arrogance, how
Our obligation is to strive to
Hope is the simplest principle
can we fulfill our base obligation? It
perfect that soul in God’s image. We are
to explain. Hope is the anchor to the
begins by each one of us living the basic
all children of God, and God loves his
soul. Through
tenets, brotherly
children; therefore, as our soul is created
faith, I have hope
love, relief and
in God’s image, we are God and so is our
Faith is believing in somein God’s plan. On
truth, of our
fellowman. If “charity begins at home”,
thing when common sense
some
days,
things
fraternity and
one must be charitable to all mankind, as
tells you no . . .
seem so bleak that I
inculcating the
we are all one. No matter what name we
wonder how I will
principles of the title
give to The Supreme Being God, Jahveh,
make it, or how I will find the strength to Allah, Budda, or any other name, we are
of this article.
step into the next day. I have two pillars
all his children. Whether you believe
of strength working for me, my unwaverFaith, as we are taught
Mohammed a prophet, Jesus a prophet or
ing Faith in God which gives me my
in the lessons of the
rabbi, or Jesus the Christ and Savior, we
undying Hope. By these pillars, I do hope are children of God. If we have Faith,
Rose Croix degrees, is
for that which I cannot see and wait with
the substance of things
Hope and Charity or LOVE, we can and
hoped for, the evidence patience for God’s
will fulfill our
answer. As I said
of things not seen. We
obligation to our
Faith, Hope, and Charity -- or
earlier, this is the
are such a wonderfully
fellow man.
Brotherly Love will fulﬁll our
easiest principle to
educated society.
obligation to Man.
explain; however, it
Science and mathematics have advanced
I take this
is the hardest to
in the modern era and have taught us
time to invite each
practice. One must
that if you cannot touch it, see it and
of you to join us at
prove it----it does not exist. My mother, a first believe, and then, no matter what,
the Scottish Rite’s Easter Cathedral Hour
never ever give up.
devout Episcopalian, when confronted
on Holy Saturday night. Though this
with this in her science class asked a
service may emphasize a doctrine diverse
Charity or LOVE is the base of
teacher to explain; “How does a brown
from your own, it does exemplify the unithe entire issue in our obligation to our
cow eat green grass and produce white
versal message of LOVE.
fellow man. I once had a boss who said,
milk?” To an 8th grader, this was a very
“charity begins at home.” One must care
perplexing question in her educational
for one’s self, love one’s self and be
travels. She believed that it could not be
satisfied with one’s self before he can be
answered convincingly; therefore, her
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Banned by Order of the Government
by Rick Purcell, 33°
Membership Director
There comes a time in each of our lives when we must
make hard decisions. One of those decisions may be whether to
remain a member of an organization such as The Scottish Rite.
The following article appeared in the Scottish Rite Narrator,
Valley of Bay City, MI. I believe there
is a lesson to be learned.
“I want to demit from the Scottish
Rite. I can’t attend the meetings. My
business is such that I cannot attend
the Reunions. Why should I remain a
member?” Of course, there are some
very good answers. First of all, being a
Mason is not attending meetings,
regardless of their importance. A man
could be a Mason in Tumbuktu,
where there are no Masonic Lodges.
Being a Mason is living a kind of life
based on Masonic Principles and
surrounded by some very vital believing and practicing of those
beliefs.
When a Scottish Rite Mason pays his annual dues, he
is supporting a cause in which he believes. He is helping this
organization, this fraternity of free men who believe in moral

character, love for Country and in building of a Temple in the
live of a man – and in the life of a Nation to grow. A Mason
builds a heritage for those who will come after him – and the
annual dues for Scottish Rite is a small contribution to so great a
cause.
There are nations in the world where there are no
Valleys. No Masonic Lodges. No Freedom. Have you ever
thought about where those places are, who runs those countries,
and why there are no Lodges or Valleys? It is not because there
are no good men. It’s because they don’t want them. It’s
because the governments of those countries don’t want Masonry
and its lessons of freedom, individual worthiness of man and the
brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of a Supreme Being
taught and openly espoused. After the subjugation of the
Church comes the banishment of the Masonic Fraternity. Even
in our own country in the middle of the 19th century, the light
of Masonry was dimmed almost to extinction. Can we risk it
again?
You may ask for a demit from Masonry and it will be
granted, but what if you were told that you could no longer
belong to a Masonic Lodge or to the Scottish Rite, or the York
Rite, or to the Shrine, by order of the Government! What then
my Brother, what then?
If you have any question concerning your membership in the Valley
of Indianapolis, please contact Rick Purcell, 317-262-3122, 800489-3579, ext. 244 or rpurcell@aasr-indy.org

March 31-April 1 Convocation & Reunion
honoring Ill Richard E Bixby, 33° & Ill Everett N Downs, 33°
Adoniram Lodge of Perfection Degrees
Friday 1pm
Oath of Fealty
4°
Master Traveler
6°
Master Brazen Serpent
14°
Grand Elect Mason &
Investiture of Gold Rings
Saraiah Council of Princes of Jerusalem Degrees
15° Knight of the East or Sword
16° Prince of Jerusalem
6 pm

Dinner

Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix Degrees
Friday 7 pm 17°
Knight of the East & West
18°
Knight of the Rose Croix
Indiana Consistory Degrees
Saturday 9 am 28°
Knight of the Sun
20°
Master ad Vitam
12 Noon
1:15

25°
31°
32°

Lunch
Master of Achievement
Knight Aspirant
Sublime Prince Royal Secret

Volunteer to help the Make-up and Chorus departments.
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Theatre of Performing Arts

Great Spring Events

We make much ado about our
calendar in the theater; however, it is
not all about plays. We do have two
great shows coming up in 1776 in May
and Dreamgirls in June and July. In
the Ballroom, we will be presenting
Sweet Jazz—Butler Style with the
Butler University Jazz Ensemble on
April 21st and 22nd.
In these articles, we have spent a lot
of time promoting our productions and
rightfully so, but we cannot forget our
purpose for being and two of our most
important projects, Spring Convocation and Easter Cathedral Hour. The
Spring Convocation will be March 31st and April 1st.
During the Spring Convocation the Valley will
exemplify twelve of our beautiful degrees, please refer to pages
55 and 56 of your annual calendar books for the specific
degrees. In order to present these degrees in the outstanding
manner for which Indianapolis has become famous, the theater
requires about 300 volunteers. The Spring Degrees will require

Butler Sweet Jazz
SWEET JAZZ IN THE BALLROOM April 20 & 21 at 7:30
pm. In their return engagement, The Butler University Jazz
Department brings back to the
Scottish Rite Ballroom the glory
of days gone by. In April of
2005 this group played to
sellout crowds and evening of
Jazz, desserts and dancing. If
you want to have a wonderful
evening, which brings the
Ballroom alive, as it must have been in the 1930's, and 40's,
you had better purchase your tickets early. Members and their
guest $10; General Public $15.

about 250 volunteer actors, the support of our great chorus and
another 25 volunteers to do make-up, costuming and stage
work. I take this opportunity to thank Ill W Hugh Burns, 33°
who is responsible for the casting and manpower coordination
which makes the Convocation a magnificent presentation.
Hugh personally speaks with each of our actors with speaking
parts and getting their performance commitment. As you can
well imagine, this is an overwhelming task; however, with
Hugh’s gift of gab, he has proven to be the perfect selection for
the task. If any of you would like to participate in any aspect of
the Convocation, please contact Hugh at 262-3100.
Our hallmark event of the year is our Easter Cathedral
Hour presented by the men of Rose Croix. It is at this time that
we celebrate the lives and Brotherhood of those brethren who
have gone to the Celestial Lodge above. This occurs on Holy
Saturday, April 15th at 7:30 pm. It is a service centered on the
Christian holiday of Easter and the resurrection. This “service”
is open to and has meaning for people of all faiths. It is a public
“service” to which I invite you and all of your friends. Please
join us for a very inspiring evening.
I thank you for your support of all of our projects, and
I look forward to seeing you at these great Fraternal programs.

Cathedral Hour

On Saturday, April 15, 2006 – 7:30
pm the Indianapolis Chapter of Rose
Croix will hold a Cathedral Hour Service
to celebrate Holy Week. An outstanding
speaker will bring us the Holy Week
message along with a splendid musical
program presented by the Scottish Rite
Chorus. A brief and impressive memorial
service will be conducted for deceased
brethren. The Scottish Rite is again happy
to join with the Knights Templar Commanderies of the Valley in the observance
of Holy Week. Scottish Rite members,
Master Masons, their families and friends
are cordially invited. No tickets required.

Tickets & Info: www.ScottishRiteEvents.com

Dou age 7

Coming "Rite" Up:
1776

The seminal event in American history blazes to vivid
life in this most unconventional of Broadway hits. It’s the
summer of 1776, and the nation is ready to declare independence... if only our
founding fathers can agree
to do it! 1776 follows
John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin
of Pennsylvania and
Richard Henry Lee and
Thomas Jefferson, both of
Virginia, as they attempt
to convince the members
of the second Continental
Congress to vote for independence from the shackles of the
British monarchy by signing the Declaration of Independence.
1776 puts a human face on the pages of history as we
see the men behind the national icons: proud, frightened,
uncertain, irritable, charming, often petty and ultimately noble
figures determined to do the right thing for a fledgling nation.
The show features a striking score by Sherman Edwards and a
book by Peter Stone, which is legendary in its craftsmanship.
“1776” is a funny, insightful and compelling drama.
This musical opens on Thursday, May 18th at 7:30 pm
and continues each Thursday, Friday, and Saturday for three
weeks through June 3rd. Additionally, a Sunday matinee will be
presented on May 21st at 2 pm. Tickets are $22 for adults, $15
- seniors, students - $10, and Scottish Rite members - $15.
Sponsored by the National Bank of Indianapolis.

Annual Meeting
ANNUAL MEETINGS OF CONSTITUENT
BODIES. The annual meetings of the Adoniram Lodge of
Perfection, Saraiah Council, Princes of Jerusalem, Indianapolis
Chapter of Rose Croix, and Indiana Consistory, SPRS will be
held jointly on Wednesday, May 3, 2006 at 7 pm at the
Scottish Rite Cathedral for the purpose of electing officers to
serve during the ensuing year. In addition, two trustees will be
elected by the Lodge of Perfection to serve during the next two
years. If you would like to place your name in nomination,
please contact the office.

Orchestra & Chorus

On Saturday, May 6th at 7:30 pm, the Scottish Rite
Orchestra, Chorus, and the magnificent Cathedral Organist will
present a delightful evening of music for your holiday entertainment. FREE for all members and their guests. No food service
prior to this concert.

500 Festival Parade
Saturday, May 27, 2006 – 12 noon. The Scottish
Rite is again offering reserved seats on the Meridian Street steps
for its members for the
annual 500 Festival Parade.
Tickets are $12.50 per
person and includes reserved
parking on the West lot,
reserved seating, and a box
lunch with drink. Limit of 8
tickets per member. Take
advantage of this great
opportunity to see all the
ﬂoats, bands, and drivers from your very own seat. Rest room
facilities within the Cathedral will be available. Seats are very
limited and sell out quickly.

Abbott Scholarships

The deadline for receiving applications for college
scholarships is April 1, 2006.
Indianapolis Valley, in concert
with the Supreme Council awards
a total of $25,000 in scholarships
to children and grandchildren of
Scottish Rite members, members
of Masonic youth groups or
graduates of the 32° Masonic
Learning Center for Children.
Call Donna Cofer in the Valley
office for applications or download an application at www.supremecouncil.org/new/home.asp.
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Through the Cathedral Window

When the Price is NOT the Price
by Jerry B Collins, 33°
Editor
I went in for a simple oil change. $32.95 at Jiffy Lube.
Ten minutes in and out and all because my warning indicator was
relentlessly flashing. So I pulled in and some 30 minutes later, I
needed a Valium -- or a stiff drink.
I have been called a lot of things in my life -- some
flattering, some not so. Past Commander-in-Chief
Chip Walker once told me that I was a very passionate person and he respected the way I held onto my
beliefs. I hope he was being kind -- Chip is a very
diplomatic person. Well, I am passionate, and I do
fight sometimes for "the principle" irregardless of
what it might cost me. Jiffy Lube was one of those
fights.
Last summer I took my daughter to King's
Island and stayed at a Comfort Inn. I have a
"frequent flier's" card with them so I thought I was
familiar with their accommodations. At checkout,
when I looked at the bill, I noticed an extra charge of
$1 for the safe in my room. This was not quoted
when I made reservations, it was not on my check-in
form, so I was not pleased that they tried to slip this
by me. I complained to the manager and he gladly
took it off. I often wonder about those who didn't
care to be "passionate".
Megan and I again travelled to Chicago recently for a nice
weekend, and once again, I planned my trip and made reservations
at a fairly nice hotel -- the downtown Hyatt Regency. Ever alert,
upon check-in I asked if there was a "safe" charge, and was assured
that safes were complimentary. I thought I was safe until I checked

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
650 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis IN 46204-1294

out three days later and discovered a $160 charge for parking. I
usually take a cab everywhere in Chicago for convenience. When I
made my reservations, I was not notified of any parking charges, of
which I complained bitterly to the front desk, since parking on the
street was prohibited. I guess they assume all of their guests don't
drive. They cut that bill in half. Passion wins.
In a previous column I mused about how well my
American car was holding up after 192,673 miles. I have added
another nearly maintenance-free 35,000 miles. I
recently pulled into a Pep Boys store to repair my
heater blower motor. It was making a terrible
screeching sound that the radio could not drown out.
I thought, "This will be simple, I need a new blower
motor." When I got the bill for $219, I thought I was
on "principled" ground when it exceeded the $148
quote. The culprit? "Diagnostic Charge." It seems
that every car has to be diagnosed these days in order
for Pep Boys to stand by their work. To add insult to
injury, I was then assessed a "Shop Fee" for rags, shop
supplies, and the like. I could have sworn that used to
be part of the cost of doing business.
There is a term for these ever increasing
business practices: it's called finding "new money" -- a
new way to get more dollars from your customers.
Ironically, you can almost always get merchants to
take them off your bill, perhaps, because deep down,
they know it's a little flimsy.
By the way, Jiffy Lube had a "new money" fee that caused
me some angst -- an "environmental charge of $2" to dispose of
your used oil. The manager eventually took it off my bill, but it left
me wondering how they disposed of all that dirty oil just 10 years
ago without charging for it.

