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Combat Pilot Flies 
In for Bean Supper 

Terror six miles 
high in the sky.  
That can only 

begin to describe the 
range of emotions Lt 
Col Kevin Sweeney and 
his crew must have felt 
when they discovered 
their plane was missing 

both left engines.  Kevin is the only person to have ever 
successfully landed a Air Force KC-135 (Boeing 707) 
four-engine jet after two of the engines were ripped off 
the airplane in mid-air. And he did it at night - on a 
combat mission - while loaded to the maximum capac-
ity of the plane.     

 The teams’ incredible flight, successfully recov-
ering the severely crippled aircraft, has been featured in 
a September 1992 Reader's Digest article titled "Bring 
Them Home" and a featured segment on the A&E 
channel titled "Wings Over the Gulf." The experience 
is also the subject of Air Force training tapes still in use 
today. 

 For their incredible aeronautical feat, Kevin 
and his team, were awarded the United States Air Force 
Distinguished Flying Cross. Kevin is a combat veteran 
and has flown missions in both Viet Nam and Desert 

Storm. He spent 23 years in the Air Force and Air 
National Guard. 

 Join us for our 65th annual Bean Supper Din-
ner on Friday, September 11 at 7 pm for good food, 
good fellowship, and a compelling speaker.  So call the 
Brother you sit next to in Lodge and invite him down 
to the Indianapolis Valley for this special way to kick 
off our Fall programs.  Secure your seat for this event 
by turning to the Refrigerator Card insert section and 
returning your post card today.

This Just In...
 The Valley has invited 
Walgreens Pharmacy to have staff 
on hand to provide flu shots for 
anyone between the hours of 
5 pm and 7 pm on the day of the 
Bean Supper.  The cost is $25, or 
FREE with a Medicare card.
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 Recently a daughter of one of our members was clean-
ing out old boxes and sent to us a copy of Volume 1, No 1 of the 
Double Eagle first published in September 1946 and mailed to 
her father.  Much of the material in that issue looked like what 
you find in the present issues – an article on membership and 
the Fall Convocation, information about newly elected presiding 
officers and local news from Scottish Rite clubs.  The article an-
nouncing the launch of this new publication stated that “America 
needs a stronger Scottish Rite Army today to impress on earnest 
men its lofty philosophy of practical brotherhood. The India-
napolis Valley trusts that this publication will become a welcome 
visitor in your home, bring a fraternal greeting and an incentive 
to make our order even more a building of character, tolerance 
and loyalty.”

 We hope those sentiments ring true for our readers 
today.  But in today’s society, staying in touch once per quarter 
with this great publication is hardly adequate, and so I encour-
age each of you to keep current on the happenings of your Valley 
through additional methods.

 •The Valley website at www.aasr-indy.org offers a wealth 
of information including a regularly updated “news” section, 
listing of events, information about our charities, local clubs and 
guilds, back issues of the Double Eagle and membership infor-
mation including petitions and even the option to pay your dues 
online.
 •We also encourage you to visit the Scottish Rite, 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction website at www.ScottishRiteOn-
Line.org to find out what the Supreme Council and other Valleys 
are doing, degree conferrals around the jurisdiction, membership 
services and benefits  and philanthropic activities.  Refer your 
prospects to www.joinscottishrite.org for valuable recruitment 
information.
 •Many of our members communicate via Facebook 
and the Valley has a presence there with several members posting 
events and comments.  Check out and join the Scottish Rite Val-
ley of Indianapolis group for information and announcements.
 •The membership staff has regular e-mail communica-
tions to help remind you of items of interest.  If you are not 
regularly receiving these updates, please provide your e-mail 
address to Rick Purcell at rpurcell@aasr-indy.org. 
 •We also occasionally do direct mail pieces reminding 
you of special occasions such as the Bean Supper and local club 
or guild gatherings.

 Whatever the method, we hope that just like the Scot-
tish Rite Mason in 1946, you make these communications a 
welcome visitor and strengthen your commitment to build a 
stronger Scottish Rite Army.



Double Eagle • Sep 2009                                                                                                          Page  3

Memorial & Honor Gifts
5-1-2009 to 7-31-2009

In Memory of    Donor
Willard R. Clutter                                       Donna Clutter 
Willard R. Clutter                                    Beurt R. SerVaas
Lloyd H. Patterson                                             Ruth Kern
Lloyd H. Patterson                                Kristal A. Smarelli        
Allen Sharp, 33°                                              J. Mark Dill 
Judge Allen Sharp,33°                                Rex D. Fleenor
Robert  L. Butler                                      Charles F. Butler
Homer Conner                             Mrs. Homer D. Conner
 

Ashlar Society

In Honor of    Donor 
Ian F. Anderson                              Millersville Lodge 126
Don and Shannon Reynolds                       Don Reynolds
Sloan Masons – John, Bob, Osceola           John B. Sloan
 William R. Zimmer                                  Shirley Zimmer

A personalized brick laid in the walkway through the west 
parking lot is an opportunity to establish a permanent 

memorial demonstrating loyalty and pride in the Valley.

Four Nominated for 
MSA in '10

 At the recent Indiana Council of Deliberation meeting, 
four members of Indianapolis Valley were elected to receive the 
Meritorious Service Award during the 2010 meeting in Lexing-
ton, KY.  Our nominees for this year are:

 J Rexford Sohn, 
a member of Millersville Lodge 126

Eric N Lawrence,
Southport Lodge 270

Kenneth R Ruckersfeldt,
Southport Lodge 270

Harley F Eggers, 
Martinsville Lodge 74

 All of these brothers have been active in degree work in 
the Valley and served on various committees.  Congratulations to 
each of them on being selected for this special recognition.

Illustrious Russell A Murphy, 33° was recently honored at the 
Council of Deliberation with the 19th Medal of Honor.  

Also, Paul Page was recognized as the Scottish Rite Mason 
of the Year for 2008-09. (Photo by Tim Hopewell, MSA.)

One of our own recently received the Indiana American 
Legion's highest honor for his many years of service:  

George K Blackburn, 33, was presented the Distinguished Service 
Award at this summer's convention in Indianapolis.
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Membership Leaders Needed
Tom's Membership Corner

by Thomas A Fallis, 33°
 Over the last two years, the Scottish Rite Member-
ship Program has been going through some pretty dramatic 
changes by implementing a direct marketing approach to 
membership.  One of the biggest changes was creating the 

position that I hold, Field Director 
of Membership Recruitment, for the 
purpose of visiting Lodges in our ju-
risdiction, recruiting new members, 
and recruiting Lodge, County, and 
District Committee Members.  The 
last of these duties is a big hurdle to 
jump as we need many dedicated 
volunteers to promote the Scottish 
Rite at local Lodges.

 I know how hard it is for Masons 
to volunteer without being asked, so 
please see this as an open invitation 

to help spread the word on what the Scottish Rite has to offer.  
If you attend Lodge on a regular basis and have a knack for 
public speaking, then we are looking for you to serve on the 
Membership Committee.  We will help you get started and 
provide material you can use but we need you to be a part of 
the most active and important of all the Scottish Rite Com-
mittees.

Nov 7 & 1� Convocation & Reunion
Adoniram Lodge of Perfection Degrees

Sat, Nov 7  9:30 am           Oath of Fealty
        4°      Master Traveler
      14°    Grand Elect Mason 

Saraiah Council of Princes of Jerusalem Degree
        11:30 am     16°      Prince of Jerusalem 

Indiana Consistory Degree
    1 pm      20°      Master ad Vitum 

Indianapolis Chapter of Rose Croix Degree
                 18°      Knight of the Rose Croix 
     

                 

Scottish Rite Day - Sat, Nov 14

Indiana Consistory Degrees
    Sat, Nov 14 
 10 am    31°      Knight Aspirant
               32°      Sublime Prince Royal Secret

 Noon Lunch for members and families

Volunteer to help the Make-up and Chorus departments!

honoring Ill Willard R Clutter, 33° & Ill Robert W Hacker, 33° Class

 Please join me on the ground floor of this worth-
while endeavor and see how high we can go together.  If you 
are interested, you can contact me by calling 317-262-3100 
ext. 298 or 800-489-3579 ext. 298.  Or if you prefer, you can 
e-mail me at:  tfallis@aasr-indy.org.  I look forward to hearing 
from you and working with you, very soon.

 Please join us on Wednesday, September 2 for the 
conferral of the 21st Degree.  This will be performed by an 
outstanding cast following a quick stated meeting at around 
7:30 pm.  Titled, “Patriarch Noachite,” this degree demon-
strates the lesson that justice is one of the chief supports of our 
fraternity.  This was last performed in the Valley during the 
Spring 2007 Convocation and so many brethren can use this 
opportunity to complete their passport.  Join us for the degree 
and fellowship following.  See you there.

21st Degree Featured at
Sept Stated Meeting
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 On Saturday, November 14th, the Valley of Indianapolis 
will host a Scottish Rite Day which will feature an opportunity 
for members to renew friendships while seeing degrees, provide 

activities for the families, and join 
a lunch with a great speaker.   All 
Valleys in the Northern Jurisdic-
tion will be using this day as part 
of our goal to provide inspira-
tional, convenient, and enjoyable 
activities for our members.

 The schedule for the day 
begins at 10 am when the 31st and 
32nd Degrees will be conferred 
upon candidates in the theater.  
These are inspirational degrees 
and all members are invited to 

join with candidates completing their work on this day.  During 
the degree conferral we will have activities for family members 
including continuous tours of the Cathedral beginning at 9 am, a 
family movie at 10, am and information on downtown attrac-
tions.  Then at 12 noon we will all come together for lunch.   
 
 What a joy to have our family members with us in the 
Banquet Hall as we fellowship together.  

Unique Family Scottish Rite Day: Nov 1� 
 The speaker for lunch will be General William Kirk-
land.  Bill is a member of the Valley and recently retired as a 
Commanding General of the Army and helped to lead the war 
on terrorism in Afghanistan and Iran.  We extend a special invi-
tation to our Veterans to renew their call to duty in viewing the 
31st and 32nd degrees and then hear General Kirkland at lunch.  
Lunch is free to members and their families with a reservation by 
calling the office (800) 489-3579 or e-mail info@aasr-indy.org.

 This is also the concluding day for the Fall Convocation 
and Reunion and all members are invited to attend other degree 
conferrals on Saturday, November 7th.  

Join us on Wednesday, 
Sept 9th at Noon for the 
11th Annual Golf Outing 

benefiting the 32° 
Learning Centers for 
Children.  This year's 
event is again being 

played at The Fort Golf 
Course at Ft Harrison on 

the Northeast side of 
Indianapolis.  The driving 

range opens at 10 am 
with lunch to precede the 

noon shotgun start.  
Dinner and awards follow 

a fun-filled day.  
Registration deadline is 

Sept 5th.

Lady Justice's Blindfold
 The back page of the June issue of the Double Eagle was 
a mistake.  I apologize for any disharmony caused by the article. 
I assure our members the error will not be repeated.  
      ~Jonathan R. Elrod, Thrice Potent Master



Page  �                                                                                                           Double Eagle • Sep 2009

 Occasionally we don’t field a fact 
cleanly.

 I recently noted in print that 
the word "freedom" is not in the Declara-
tion of Independence, and that the word 

"liberty" is not in 
the Bible. 

 Right on the 
first point; wrong on 
the second.  

 An alert reader 
pointed out that 
every day the top 

of the front page of the Indianapolis Star 
– the banner – has the verse from 
II Cor 3:17,   “… where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.”

 That’s the King James Version 
(KJV); I did my look-up in the New 
International Version (NIV).  Whoops.  
“Liberty,” which appears a couple dozen 
times in the KJV, is translated as “freedom” 
in the NIV.

  On further re-
view, the word “liberty” 
does appear in the NIV, 
but only once and it’s 
buried in the Old Testa-
ment, Leviticus 25:10, 
in a verse regarding the 

50-year jubilee of debt 
forgiveness and prop-
erty return. 

 As penance 
for the mistake, I went 
to ScriptureText.com and looked up the 
Greek words for “liberty” and “freedom.”  
It turns out they are mostly interchange-

A Word With You

Free to Make Mistakes

Liberty refers to the 50-year 
Jubilee of debt forgiveness 

and property return...

God gives us freedom to 
search -- we pray for the  

wisdom to find.

Brother Bob Walters is a is a member of 
Millersville Lodge No 126 and a Christian 
lay person who as a youth grew up in the 

Episcopal church, became a journalist and 
public relations executive while taking a 30 
year "break" from religion, and now writes, 

edits, serves and occasionally teaches as a 
baptized believer in Christ since the fall of 
2001. His column, published Tuesdays in 

the weekly "Current! in Carmel" newspaper 
and available at www.believerbob.blogspot.
com, is an independent spiritual opinion, 

story or lesson from a Christian perspective, 
meant sincerely and with love and usually 

without apologies to secular convention (his 
rebelliousness comes naturally, exacerbated 
no doubt by several years as a sportswriter). 
Upon returning to church and coming to 
Christ in his late 40's, Brother Walters, a 
public relations professional and freelance 
writer, hosts www.russstories.blogspot.com.

able – though subtly distinct – variations 
of “eleutheria.”  

 With 13 variations of “eleutheria” 
sprinkled in 39 New Testament verses, it’s 
easy to drop in “lib-
erty” for “freedom,” 
and vice versa.

 And if you 
ever wondered why 
Greek Bible scholars are a breed apart, 
they have to know exact grammatical 
construction to even come close to bring-
ing Ancient Greek into modern English.  
For example, the grammatical tense of 

“eleutherothentes” (“being made free” in 
Romans 6:18, 22) is Aorist Passive Parti-
ciple Nominative Plural Masculine.
 “Aorist,” if you’re curious, refers 
to an action that happened but doesn’t 
have an end, like gaining one’s freedom.  
The rest of it – Passive Participle, etc. – is 
taught in eighth grade English on a day 
most students probably take a nap.

 Grammatically perfect Classical 
Greek notwithstanding, my overall point 
is that liberty, as we understand personal 
liberty and “rights,” is a humanist con-

cept, not a Biblical 
concept.  And 
freedom’s author is 
not the Declaration 
of Independence … 
or the Constitution 

or the Bill of Rights, for that matter.

 Jesus Christ is the author of our 
freedom.  We are free in Christ, and we are 
free of our sin, because Christ died to give 
us freedom.

 He died so 
that we would know 
the Father, and so 
that our faith would 
overcome any mis-

takes we might make along the way.
 Mea culpa.

Walters (rlwcom@aol.com) suggests going 
outside ourselves to find right and wrong.  

God gives us the freedom to search; we pray 
for the wisdom to find. 
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Don't want to vote for Murphy or Gloye?:   www.dyslexiawalk.org or call 317-2�2-3123

Murphy vs. Gloye: Round 3

That's what it costs to teach a 
child times 84 sessions per year.

You can help in one of 3 ways:
 •Join us for the Walk
 •Gift tutoring sessions
 •Donate what you can  

$5952
P E R  T U T O R  S E S S I O N

  Hosted by 32° Masonic 
  Learning Center for Children, Inc.

                                            

The Annual Indianapolis Canal Walk To Help Dyslexic
Children

Course:  3K-5K thru the downtown Canal Walk 
Start Location:  Scottish Rite Cathedral – 650 N. Meridian 

Date:  Saturday, September 26, 2009 
Registration:  8:30 a.m.
Start Time:  9:00 a.m. 

For more information and check-in times call:
Donna Cofer at (317) 262-3100 ext. 228 

Or log on to:  www.dyslexiawalk.org

 This September, we’re walking to raise money to help children with       
 dyslexia learn to read and write.  Dyslexia can’t be cured, but it can  
 be overcome.  The program offered at the 32° Masonic Learning 
 Centers for Children, Inc. offers the most effective treatment of its  
 kind in battling this disorder.  No one else in the nation has a   
 program remotely like it with one-on-one professional tutoring  
 offered to children free of charge. 

We need your help.  Please help these kids battle dyslexia, one step    
at a time, by participating in our walk, Saturday, September 26th.  

                        Russell A Murphy, 33 and William A Gloye, 33 
have raised over $10,000 the past two years for the Children’s 
Learning Center Walk by reaching out to their friends for dona-
tions.  Many thanks are due these two brothers for their efforts 
in raising money for our Learning Center.  They are at it again 

this year and if you would like join in the contest of these broth-
ers it’s easy.  Call 'em directly!  The winner of this contest will 
receive a fabulous breakfast to be served by the loser.  Make your 
vote count- our kids with dyslexia need your support.  For your 
convenience, we accept Visa or Mastercard over the phone.

Bill Gloye  
bgloye@aol.com    317-485-6481

Russ Murphy 
murphy.russell@comcast.net    765-720-0034

BillRuss
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The Indianapolis Valley awarded the Meritorious Service Award to four brothers during a ceremony held 
during the Council of Deliberation held last June.  Congratulations to Dale Herthel, Bill Munson, 

David Johnson, and Charles Bowling.  (Photo by Tim Hopewell, MSA.) 

New MSA's Recognized

 The Trustees continue to work around 
significant road construction as the Indy Cultural 
Trail work continues through the Fall.  Installa-
tion of new lighting in the south lounge has been 
completed and will add significantly more light with 
reduction in energy consumption.  Work was com-
pleted to patch mortar on the bell tower and analysis 
continues on replacement of the sump pumps.  
Several roofs were in need of repair or replacement 
and the Trustees have opted for repairs that will 
hold us another 5+ years.  Four of the five approved 
roofs have been completed.  All of the older steam 
radiators need replacement parts and new thermo-
stats and this process will start this summer with 10 

radiators.  The Trustees also approved replacement of 
the 14th degree backdrop that was in need of repair.

 Rental business remains strong -- May and 
June were busy months.  The theater usage was espe-
cially heavy with weddings and the national conven-
tion of Lambda Chi last July  with degree work in the 
Theater and dinner in the Banquet Hall.

 Suspension of members this year was the 
smallest in quite some time with only 202 members.  
A big "Thank-you" goes out to the many officers 
and volunteers who called our members with dues 
reminders this past Spring.

Trustees are Busy Improving the Cathedral
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athedral
ampaign for
the

C
C

Mark Dill, 33°
Director of Major 

Gifts
Ronald Sparks, 33°
Field Representative

FOUNDATION OFFERS MEMORIALS

 The Indianapolis Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Foundation has different options available to memorial-
ize an individual or organization which are intended to 
help maintain and preserve our beautiful Cathedral which 
stands as the beacon of Freemasonry while also honoring 

a loved one.

 The Baxter Bells Society 
offers specific bells for purchase rang-
ing from $2000 to $7500 depending 
on the size of the bell. This society 
will be for the perpetual maintenance 
of the carillon and sponsorship will 
be inscribed on the plaque in the 
Hall of Honor.

 The Acacia Society offers individ-
ual trees on the Cathedral grounds 
and is available for $1000 each. 
You can name this memorial for an 
individual or an organization. There 

are only 6 trees left on the north side of the Cathedral. The 
city of Indianapolis is installing the Cultural Trail throughout 
downtown Indianapolis and will be passing directly along the 

north side of the Cathedral offer-
ing considerable visibility to these 
trees.

 The Ashlar Society has 
been a very popular option for 
members to memorialize or honor 
an individual or organization. 
You can purchase a 4x8 brick for 
$100 or an 8x8 brick for $500. 
These bricks are installed in the 
terrace near the west entrance. We 
will take orders for these bricks 
through Memorial Day 2010 and 
install in the summer of 2010.  Use the order form below, stop 
by the Cathedral office, or call me at 317-262-3123.

may ,
made

last s ; e from
; and, a w

those

 is an
ex

p e ai the new
(2-lines of copy) fo

y
Cathedral

or  for more information.
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Print your Name here as you want it to 
appear on your Badge:

Address:__________________________
City :_____________________________ 
State: _____     Zip: _________
Phone: _______________
E-Mail: __________________________

Name Badge sale sponsored by:  
Indianapolis Order of 

 “The Knights of Saint Andrew” 

Please allow �-� weeks for delivery
Make checks payable to KSA

$5 from each sale will go to 
support the 32nd Degree 

Learning Center

$25

Send this coupon to: 
2772 E Cottonwood, Morristown, IN ��1�1

Order your Personalized 
32º or 33º Name Badge

Ladies Luncheons
 Spend the afternoon having lunch with the ladies of the 
Scottish Rite, then enjoy a wonderful program to complete the 
afternoon.  Luncheons are open to members’ ladies & their 
guests.  Reserved tickets may be purchased at the Scottish Rite 
office.  A book of tickets, one for each of the three luncheons can 
be purchased for $50.  Single tickets are $20. There will be no 
cancellations or refunds of tickets after purchase. 

Tuesday, Oct 20 at Noon – Enjoy a special dessert and the
process behind the scenes with Chocolatier, Todd Kennedy
from Thomas Caterers of Distinction.

Saturday, Dec 12 at Noon – Enjoy the songs of the Holiday
season with Barbershop Quartet singing your favorites.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 at Noon — Just in time for spring, 
hear "Orchids in Bloom presented by Marilyn Brinley."

Saturday, May 8, 2010 at Noon – Get a reserved seat for the 
popular Tea and Fashion Show benefiting the Childrens’ 
Learning Center. Enjoy a meal, style show, silent auction and 
decorate your tables in the spirit of the day. Pricing to be 
announced in the next issue of the Double Eagle.

Fall Play
Theatre of Performing Arts

 Rupert Holmes’ Accomplice is a labyrinthine explora-
tion of the “two-act thriller” genre.  The show is a dizzying web 
of assassination attempts as characters’ identities are revealed, cast 
off, and again 
proven to be 
elaborate, ven-
omous facades.  
Holmes pays 
brilliant hom-
age to classic 
four-actor 
thrillers such 
as J B Priestly's 
"An Inspector Calls" and Agatha Christie’s legendary "Mouse-
trap," allowing the plot twists to contort themselves through 
the fourth wall and swirl the audience’s perception of reality.  A 
metatheatrical masterpiece riddled with black comedy and sharp 
humor, Accomplice is sure to be an evening of suspicion and 
intrigue as victims are murdered, resurrected, and killed again, 
and the murderers seem to be multiplying…

Oct 9, 10 &16, 17 at 7:30 pm
Saturday, Oct 10 at 3 pm 

Four tickets are included in an insert in this magazine.

The Indianapolis Valley Learning 
Center Golf Outing will be held at 
Fort Harrison GC in Indianapolis 
on Wednesday, September 9th 
with a shotgun start at noon.  

Cost is $140 per person and in-
cludes cart, lunch, & dinner at the 
Golf Club.  For further info and to 
register by Sep 5th, call Mark Dill 

at 317-262-3123.

Sep 9th Fall 
Golf Outing
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Spirit of Jefferson

Sunday Sept 27th

2 pm

We've chartered an historic 
paddlewheel steamboat with 
catered buffet lunch for a 

2-hour cruise on the Ohio River

Masonic Fellowship Day

$17.50

Masonic Fellowship Day

Under 4 -  FREE   
Only 150 seats available & 

tickets must be purchased in advance.
Every passenger must have a ticket.

Children $10   

 For more info call 800-489-3579 or www.aasr-indy.org  
Sponsored by the Indianapolis Valley Scottish Rite

Sold Out Last 5 Years!

4-12   

Orchestra, Chorus & Organ

Halloween Party
Sunday, Oct 25th

2 pm 
Haunted house   Costume contest 
Picture taking     Games & prizes  

Pumpkin decorating

Children’s 

Children's Xmas Party
 The Children's Christmas Party is planned expressly for 
the entertainment of our members' children and grandchildren, 
so mark your calendars and plan to attend an outstanding 
holiday show on Sunday, Dec 6th at 2 pm.  Santa really gets 
around and shares the North Pole magic, including musical 
favorites, interactive sing-a longs, lively holiday takes and some 
of the latest Elf Workshop inventions.  After the show meet 
Santa over refreshments in the Banquet Hall and enjoy music 
from our own Scottish Rite Chorus.  Free to all members and 
their guests.

 On Sunday, Dec 13th at 3 pm, the Scottish Rite 
Orchestra, Chorus,  and Organ will present a delightful evening 
of music for your holiday entertainment.   Tickets are FREE for 
all members and their guests.  No food service prior to this 
concert.



The Secret Society of the Holy Vehme

Ancient Accepted Scottish  Rite
�50 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis  IN  ��20�-129�

Through the Cathedral Window

Mystery Dinner Theatre

by Jerry B. Collins, 33°, editor
A Mason is not necessarily a member of a lodge.  In a broad 

sense, he is any person who daily tries to live the Masonic life, 
and to serve intelligently the needs of the Great Architect.

   

 In the middle of the thirteenth century, 
when outlaw bands and mercenaries roamed 
the lawless territory between the Rhine and the 
Weser rivers in Westphalia, Germany, the Chiv-
alrous Order of the Holy Vehm, a secret vigilante 
society, was formed by free men and commoners 
to protect themselves from the marauders. 

 Because the society began with only a 
handful of members and violent retaliation could 
be expected from any gang of outlaws who might 
learn the identities of those commoners who 
dared to oppose them, an oath of secrecy was 
imposed upon all those with the courage to join 
the ranks of the Vehm.  During the initiation 
ceremonies, candidates vowed to kill themselves 
and even their spouses and children, rather than 
permit any society secrets to be betrayed. Once 
the oath had been made, one of the Vehm's 
Stuhlherren or judges, would move his sword 
across the initiates' throats, drawing a few drops of blood to 
serve as a silent reminder of the fate that awaited all traitors 
to the society. After this ritual had been observed, the initiates 
kissed the cross that was formed by the space between the 
sword's blade and hilt. 

 The leaders of the Holy Vehm soon decided that 
their crusade against evildoers had set them apart and above 
the laws that governed others.  Within a few decades of its 
formation, the Vehm had more than 200,000 free men and 

commoners in its ranks—each man sworn to uphold the Ten 
Commandments and to eliminate all heresies, heretics, perjur-
ers, traitors, and servants of Satan. 

 Once the outlaws, thieves, and other assorted brig-
ands had been largely driven from Westphalia, 
the Vehm turned its attention to those men and 
women suspected of heresies or of betraying the 
commandments of God in a variety of sins. 

 The members of the Grand Chapter of 
Patriarch Noachites were the successors of the 
Holy Vehme.  Kings, Princes, Potentates, and 
Chivalric Knights were leagued together in this 
Grand Chapter in order to punish crime, reward 
virtue, render protection to the innocent, and aid 
and assist the needy and afflicted.

 The Grand Chapter met on the evening of a 
full moon and heard complaints against individu-
als and roving bands.  Neither rank nor wealth 
was a protection against the Chapter's wrath 
when it pronounced judgment.

 The 21st Degree, Patriarch Noachite, por-
trays a trial set sometime after 1190 AD and is a story of how 
the Lt Cmdr - played by Ryan Lentz - sorts out allegations 
of how Reinfred - played by Brian Harms -  tried to swindle 
Adolph - played by Gary Wyne, 33°-  of his estate.  This special 
presentation, directed by Bob James, 33°, will immediately 
follow an abbreviated Stated Meeting on Wednesday, Sept 2 at 
approximately 7:30 pm.  

Freemasonry is not a shield for evil doing and justice is one of 
the chief supports of our fraternity.


